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        The President’s Message 

The Searchers next meeting:  
  7:00 p.m.   Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 

Hello Searchers, 
There are many informal jobs that support the club’s existence that are not elected positions. When 
convenient, please thank these club members who are helping: 

Jenny Rohl, for her months attheWorkshop Treasurer job. Kitty Hurt has taken over the job. 

A huge thank you to Linda Horn for completing her ELEVENTH year as the Rock Slab newsletter Edi-
tor. Linda’s work is the what people see when searching online for a club’scurrent activities. A very, 
underrated volunteer job, for the value it gives to the club. 

Thank you to Amy Bokn, for taking on the Membership Chairduties. Thank you to Helen Asuncion 
for WebMastering. 

Stacy Reno is the IT master…making our Zoom meetings come together in the last minute. Brian 
Lamberson is learning the tricks from her. Rick Webber, Randy Barnes, Jim Thorpe, Brian Lamberson 
and Todd Richmond for helping stow the general meeting gear in my car after meetings. 

Thank you to: Elaine Foster, Carol Dickensen, Amy Bokn, Char Housky, and Charlotte Spalding for 
helping with City of Anaheim Library events. 

And finally, to Art Ravenscroft. Thank you for hours of faceting instruction this Spring. He taught 12 
people, while Searchers club received their class fee. (The faceting machine donated by the American 
Opal Society is now available at Workshop.) 

    By Robin Larzelere, President 

Welcome new members: Tracy Reed, Tina Wu,Leonardo Casansas, Daniel and Claire Feld, Thanh 
Ho, Mateo Bernal, Doug Keys, and Mike Laybourne 

Stone bead dog necklace?     

Jenny Rohl Cabochons  David Schanot  

identifying minerals in Workshop 

City of Anaheim Library 

event – bracelet making  

https://www.searchersrocks.org/meetings
welco
June 9, 2026

welco
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Searchers Club Meetings  
Board Meeting-  June 2nd by Zoom at 6:30 P.M.  

Member Meeting– June9th Doors open at 6:00  PM Meeting at 7:00 PM  

 

Sign ups are at the Searchers' 

website,  

Show/Events tab . June 20 Picnic  

welco
Summer Picnic Sign up
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         Searcher Presenters and News 

June Speaker - Please see website  

Saw Oil Available 

The club supplies saw oil at a good price.  It is located at Jim Peterson’s home. Bring your own 5 gallon con-
tainer. The cost is $70 for 5 gallons to members. $80 for non-members.  Jim Peterson 714 904-8573    

Call 714 904-8573 and make a check payable to “Searchers” 

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles  
Tony Kampf, Curator Emeritus, at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County is 
highly recommending a visit to a new exhibit at the Museum, called "Unearthed: Raw 
Beauty".  Here is a link to the information about "Unearthed":   
   https://nhm.org/unearthed-rare-mineral-exhibition     

Announcements: 

Delvers Parking lot sale with silent auctions, June 20, 10 am to 4 pm. Holy Redeemer 

Church Bellflower ca.  

Long Beach Gem and mineral Society is having a Faceting demonstration Saturday, 

June 8  

See Page 9 for details 

Please come and join the Searchers as we present’s “Hidden Colors of the Earth.” Members will lead 
an exploration of the minerals that make rocks colorful, and valuable. Rocks grow from mineral 
"seeds". Make and take your own polished stone ring.  
 
June 16 2026 Haskett Branch Anaheim Library 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

https://nhm.org/unearthed-rare-mineral-exhibition
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Fields Trips 

Clear Creek Management Area Field Trip  
 
June 6-7, 2026 
Meet 8:30am, Depart: 9:00am 
Leader: Bill Hogarth and Bob Rubino  
Cell# 909-264-1122 &714-504-4518 
Email: whogarth@gmail.com&brubino54@gmail.com 
 
Hobby gem and mineral collectors are drawn to the Clear Creek areas by the presence of over 150 semi-
precious mineral and gemstones. This is one of the most highly mineralized areas in California. The serpen-
tine mass contains two superfund sites, Atlas Mine and Johns-Mansville. Both were associated with the 
mining and processing of chrysotile asbestos. Other minerals mined from the serpentine mass included 
cinnabar, chromite,magnesite, and jadeite. The Gem mine (private: https://benitoitemining.com/) located 
within the serpentine mass is the only source of gem-grade benitoite in the world. They have a fee dig in 
the tailings on the road up to our camping area if you are interested, but we will not be going on that trip. 
The rare minerals neptunite and joaquinite have also been found there. Other cool things to hound are 
jaspers, uvarovite, and plasma agate. We’ll do a combination of digging for plasma agate and scouring the 
stream beds for interesting finds. You can’t be disappointed in such a geologically diverse place!  
 
Please RSVP by 5/30 if you plan to attend, so we can try and get campsites for all. Also, let us know if you 
need a 4x4 ride. 
 
 

mailto:whogarth@gmail.com
mailto:brubino54@gmail.com
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For field trip 

information 

contact:   

Bob Rubino 

and Bill 

Hogarth 

V O L U M E  6 3 ,  I S S U E  6  

Permits Needed!! 
Get your permits ahead of time by visiting the following site, each 
car needs a general access permit to CCMA ($11) (1/week) AND a 
special permit for the Serpentine Area(ACEC) (1/day). https://
www.recreation.gov/vehiclepermits/250848 
$11 for the CCMA and reservation fee plus a fee of $6.00(x2) for 
the ACEC.So, your total fees for 2 days will be $23. 
We will also need a gate code; we will send that information out 
before the trip. 
Directions: 
I recommend using the “download offline maps” feature for 
Google Maps or your own selection of GPS App which allows off 
grid maps. There isn’t much for cell service in the area. 
From the I-5 Freeway: Take exit 325 for Jayne Ave (Rt33) and go 
west toward Coalinga (top up fuel here as there are no more stations). Continue on Jayne Ave, 
which is renamed Polk St. inside the town of Coalinga, then back into Jayne Ave after passing thru 
town.  Continue on Jayne Ave and it makes a big right (north) sweeping turn, becoming S. Derrick 
Ave and you are in the middle of the Chevron Oil Field, go ~4 miles. 

Turn left onto Los Gatos Creek Rd. Follow for 21.5 miles, turns into Coalinga Rd at the Condon 
Peak Recreation Area. Continue another 8.6 miles and turn right on to Clear Creek Rd (LOOK FOR 
SEARCHERS SIGN). Pass over the shallow ford in the San Benito River. Travel about 2.3 miles, turn 
left just before the locked gate to head up to Jade Mill Campground (36.368356, -120.754140), 
SEARCHERS signs will be posted. 
Camp is approximately 6 hrs from Orange County. The camp is a dry camp with a pit toilet, bring 
everything you need. The campsites in Jade Mill are under mature oak trees and suitable for RV, 
trailers and tents. 

The closest motels are in Coalinga and King City, both of which are about an hour from the camp-
site. 
Tools: 
You may want heavy tools for the Plasma Agate, as some of it is in boulders you will need to break 
up if you want to take some. For the stream collecting, a rock pick and spray bottle will suffice. 
There are trace amounts of mercury, asbestos and arsenic as you read to get your permits. Having 
a filter mask is not a bad idea. 
Vehicles: Although we will be on dirt roads, a high clearance vehicle or 4x4 is still recommended. If 
you come to camp in a car, we will have you carpool with someone for the collecting. 
Potluck: On Saturday night we will have our standard potluck, bring something to share if you 
wish to participate. If campfires are allowed in June please bring some firewood if you are able. 
NOTE: 
The latest road report from Clear Creek indicates that the road to the Jade Mill campground had 
been graded by the BLM, and should be passable for all vehicles including RVs. The creek is also 
passable and should be lower still by the trip. So for now the trip is again a GO! If things change 
we will let you know. 

https://www.recreation.gov/vehiclepermits/250848
https://www.recreation.gov/vehiclepermits/250848
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Lavic Field Trip Report 
Our May 16th Field Trip to Lavic Siding was originally planned as a 1 day trip whose primary mis-

sion was to introduce new members to rock hunting. But Lavic Siding is a great area to hunt so it 

brought lots of long-time members, too. We had a total of 21 people on this trip! 12 were new 

members, 3 of which were children, and 9 long-term members. Of that, we had 9 campers who 

arrived on Friday and stayed until Sunday. A great turn-out for a memorable trip. It wasn’t too 

hot for a mid-May trip, but the wind was blowing hard all day long. On the ridge tops you had to 

lean into it and keep one hand on your hat. 

We had 4 stops on Saturday. The first 2 on the south side of the 40 yielded lots of red and yellow 

jasper, along with some quartz and chalcedony. The 3rd was on the north side and near an aban-

doned mine and had wide variety of minerals in the tailings. Lastly, we crossed the 40 again to the 

south and went to the Hector Hills. This area had lot of quartz and chalcedony. 

     It was getting close to 4pm so we called it a day with the campers going back to the camp site 

and the rest driving home. 
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The Big Bear Quest For Big Gold 
By Daniel Nishimura 

 

Soda? Check. Water? Check. Chimichangas? Check. Doritos—the nacho cheese ones, of course! Check. And 
finally, the important one: Peeps marshmallow treats. Double check! I stuffed everything into a big brown 
paper bag and let out a huge sigh of relief. My part of the trip prep was finally done;packing the snacks is 
the most important job anyway. If we ran out of food in the woods, it would be a total disaster, and I wasn't 
about to let that happen on my watch. 
 
We were getting ready to go on along gold hunting trip with the Route 66 Gold Miners to their claim near 
Big Bear Lake. Big Bear is nowhere near Route 66. It’s not even close. But I guess people will travel to crazy 
distant lands just for a chance to find gold. My dad says you have to go where the rocks are, not where it’s 
convenient to park. I’ve learned that when you’re going on a big mission like this, the preparation is the part 
that makes or breaks you. If you forget your shovel—or your Peeps—you’re basically doomed. 
I knew I had to pack my heavy clothes because the weather report said it was 35 degrees at the Serrano 
Campground right on the shore of Big Bear Lake. 35 degrees is basically freezing! When we got there, the 
lake was surrounded by all these tall pine trees, which looked cool, but man, it was chilly. We had to dress in 
4 layers of clothes just to stay warm while we waited for the rest of the group to show up. I figured that be-
cause it was so cold and miserable out there, maybe only two or three people would actually show up. I 
mean, who wants to dig in the dirt when it’s freezing? 
 
I was totally wrong. Within a few minutes, eight mini pickup trucks came zooming into the camp. They were 
packed to the brim  with all kinds of crazy prospecting supplies. Our trip leader was super nice and the nic-
est park was he brought a giant box of fresh donuts. Everyone dug in immediately. When it’s so cold out-
side, you need calories (donut energy) to prevent yourself from freezing. 
After everyone had arrived and finished introductions, we all hopped back into our cars and started a big 
caravan. We drove down Shoreline Drive and then turned onto a dusty dirt road. The road wasn't too 
bumpy, but it was very curvy and slow. It took us 45 minutes just to get to the actual claim! I kept looking 
out the window for claim markers like the ones you see in the desert, but I didn't see any. With all the giant 
pine trees and the roads twisting around like spaghetti, I bet it’s really hard to make sure you aren't "claim 
jumping" on someone else’s spot. That’s a big no-no in the gold world. 
 
Once we parked, I realized gold prospecting is actually really serious business. It’s not just a guy with a pan 
and a donkey like in the cartoons. Everyone knew exactly what to do. They started lugging huge crates and 
heavy boxes to their "honey holes" (that’s what they call a good digging spot). Suddenly, the quiet woods 
were full of pumps, loud generators, power banks, leaf blowers, dry washers and high bankers. It looked like 
a construction site! I figured with all that high-tech gear, we were going to find a gold quick. 
 
Continued on Page 8 

 

NOTE: This article is written by a young, up and coming very dedicated rock hound.  He has a 
great talent for writing and he is only 11. His father, Rex Nishimura is also quite the rockhound 
and has supported his kids in the art of hunting rocks. They are members of the Pasadena club 
and Searchers among others. 
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Gold Continued from Page 7 
 
But then, everyone started "tempering my expectations." That basically means they 
told me not to get too excited. They kept saying that nobody actually gets rich search-
ing for gold these days. They told me we were just "reliving the history of the California 
gold rush" but with modern tools. It sounded a little less exciting than becoming a billionaire, but still pretty 
cool. 
 
Since I’m getting bigger and stronger now, I tried not to just sit around. I helped out wherever I could. I spent 
a lot of time shoveling dirt into buckets and hauling 5-gallon buckets of water over to the sluice pumps. It was 
a workout! Usually, when you read about sluice boxes, they are in a river. But there is zero water in this area. 
We had to haul every single drop of water ourselves to make the machines work. We used a pump to 
"recirculate" the water, which means the same water keeps going through the machine over and over while it 
washes the gold out of the dirt. 
 
Some people didn't want to mess with water at all, so they used "dry washers." Those are crazy because they 
use a leaf blower to blow the light dirt away and leave the heavy gold behind. It’s super dusty and loud, but it 
works! The gold flakes get captured in fine carpet with riffles at the bottom of the machine. At the end of the 
session, you rinse the carpet into a bucket and pan it out with more precious water.. We did a " carpet-
cleanup" at lunch and another one in the late afternoon. I could hardly wait for the rinse—it’s the most excit-
ing part! 
 
By lunchtime, we were really hungry. Our leader cooked up hot dogs, and we shared our chimichangas and 
potato salad. Everyone else brought different side dishes, and it was like a huge forest Thanksgiving. Everyone 
was tired from digging and hauling water all morning, so we didn't rush our lunch. I just sat there eating my 
snacks and trying to listen to the older guys talk so I could learn their secrets. 
 
After lunch, everyone moved their gear to new spots. Some people had found enough gold (or were just tired) 
and went home. The rest of us moved to where the gold was found in the morning. The people who were al-
ready there were really nice and showed us exactly where to dig. They told us to go about 12 inches deep and 
look near big rocks because gold likes to hide behind them.  I was surprised when I realized that nobody was 
being protective of their spots and that there were no “secret” spots.  Maybe I watch too many western mov-
ies where the grizzled prospector defends his claim with a shotgun.  Everyone in our group just wanted to 
make sure everybody got something. 
 
After a whole afternoon of digging, sifting, and panning, we finally called it a day. Our total "take" for the 
whole day was about seven tiny flakes of gold. If we tried to sell it, it would be worth less than ten cents. My 
Doritos cost way more than that! But I learned something more important than how much gold is worth in 
money. We got to feel what it was like for the 49ers at Sutter’s Mill. We felt the "highs" when we saw a yellow 
speck and the "lows" when the pan only contained black sand. I learned that if you prepare right and work 
hard with your friends, you can pretty much create your own paradise anywhere. 
 
We didn't get rich last weekend, but the stuff I learned was worth way more than ten cents. I’m definitely go-
ing to have some "tall tales" to tell my friends at school, and I have awesome memories that I’m going to keep 
forever.  Best of all, I still have a few Peeps left for next trip! 
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Upcoming 2026 CFMS Gem Shows 
2026- Shows 
 
 
June 20, 2026 - Bellflower, CA 
14515 Blaine Ave, Bellflower, California 90706 
Delvers Gem & Mineral Society 
Hours: 9 am - 4 pm 
Rock & Gem Parking Lot Sale 
Contact: guynellallen@sbcglobal.net, (310) 413-
4671 
Website: website 
 
June 27-28, 2026 - Culver City 
Veterans Memorial Auditorium, 4117 Overland 
Ave., Culver City, CA 90230 
Culver City Rock and Mineral Club 
Hours: Sat, 10am to 6pm; Sun, 10am to 5pm 
Culver City Rock and Mineral Club's Fiesta of 
Gems Show 
This year’s featured gemstone is Malachite, 
which is celebrated for its rich green colors and 
natural beauty. Admission and parking are free, 
making it a perfect outing for families, hobby-
ists, and gem enthusiasts. 
Contact: culvercityrocks35@gmail.com 
Website: culvercityrocks.org 
 
July 31, August 1-2, 2026 - Nipomo, CA 
Nipomo High School, 525 North Thompson 
Avenue, Nipomo, CA 93444 
Orcutt Mineral Society 
Hours: Fri & Sat, 10 am to 5 pm; Sun, 10 am to 4 
pm 
Orcutt Mineral Society's 58th Rock & Gem 
Show 
60 outside and 12 inside dealers; kids booth and 
food trucks. 
Contact: nipomocowgirl55@yahoo.com / 805-
929-2783 
 
 

Aug 15-16, 2026 - Tehachapi, CA 
Tehachapi Senior Center, 500 East F Street, Te-
hachapi, CA 93561 
Tehachapi Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
Hours: Sat 9am - 5pm; Sun 9am - 4pm 
Tehachapi Valley Gem , Mineral and Jewelry 
Show. Family activities, Awesome vendors, raffles 
& much more. 
Contact: travis462@outlook.com 
Website: tvgms.net 
 

Aug 22-23, 2026 – Escondido, CA 
California Center for the Arts, The Museum, 340 N. 
Escondido Blvd., Escondido, CA 
Palomar Gem & Mineral Club 
Hours: Saturday 10 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM – 4 
PM 
9,000 square feet of faceted stones, handmade 
jewelry, cabs, lapidary rougn, minerals, slabs and 
more. Admission $5, under 12 Free. Free parking. 
Contact: PGMCshow@gmail.com 
Vendors Contact: toniflo  
 
 
Sept 18-20, 2026 – CFMS Show - Reno, NV 

Grand Sierra Resort, Silver State Pavilion, 2500 East 
2nd Street, Reno, Nevada 89595 
Reno Gem and Mineral Society 
Hours: Friday and Saturday 9 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 9 
AM – 4 PM 
The Jackpot of Gems is one of the premier gem 
and mineral shows in the western United States, 
attracting collectors, families, educators, students, 
and enthusiasts from across the region. The Show 
features dealers from around the country, com-
petitive exhibits judged under AFMS rules, demon-
strations, educational programming, and hands‑on 
activities for children. 
The 2026 Show is especially significant as it is 

being held in conjunction with the CFMS, 
expanding both our reach and our impact. 
Contact: showdirec-
tor@renogemandmineralsociety.org 
yd41615@gmail.com 
Website: palomargem.org 

 
Sept 19-20, 2026 - Arcadia CA 

Arcadia Masonic Center, 50 W. Duarte 

Rd., Arcadia CA 91007 

Pasadena Lapidary Society 

Hours: Sat. 10 AM - 5 PM, Sun. 10 AM - 4 

PM 

66th Annual Gem & Mineral Show 

Contact: marcia.pls.emails@gmail.com / 

(626) 260-7239 

Website: pasadenalapidary.org 

 

Sept 19-20, 2026 – Chico, CA 

Silver Dollar Fairground, 2357 Fair St., 

Chico CA 95928 

Feather River Lapidary & Mineral Soci-

ety 

Hours: Saturday 9 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 9 

AM – 4 PM 

Feather River Rock, Gem & Jewelry Show. 

Admission is $6 for adults, free for 16 and 

under. Free Parking courtesy of the 

Feather Lapidary & Mineral Society 

Contact: shows@featherriverrocks.org 

 

 

, 
 

 
 

June Birthstone – Pearl Alexandrite Moonstone 

CFMS now publishes a link with the show info and a map to the shows  

https://cfmsinc.org/shows-maps/  

https://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/
https://culvercityrocks.org/fiesta/
http://tvgms.net/
http://palomargem.org/
https://www.pasadenalapidary.org/
https://cfmsinc.org/shows-maps/


 

 

 

Searchers Gem & Mineral Society 

General Information 
Check our website for unexpected changes in schedule!  

www.searchersrocks.org 

 

General Meetings: 7:00 PM, 2nd Tuesday of each month, Jan - Nov 

   Doors open at 6:30 PM 

Board Meetings: 6:30 PM, 1st Tuesday of each month, Jan - Nov 

Workshop:  Thursday 4:30 to 8:30 PM and Saturday 2:30 to 6:00 PM  

 

Location: Anaheim Downtown Community Center 

  250 East Center St. 

  Anaheim, CA 92805 

Mailing Address:     Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 

        P.O Box 3492 

        Anaheim, CA 92803 

Website: www.searchersrocks.org 

Membership Dues: Individual    $40 

   Each additional household member is  $20  

Valid Jan.1-Dec.31   The dues are prorated for new members. If new members sign up from  

October to December, their dues are good for those months, plus the entire next year.   

 

Bulletin:      Submissions due 3rd Friday of the month via e-mail to:    editor@searchersrocks.org. 

 

 Bulletin distributed 1st week of each month.  Mail exchange bulletins to the editor:   

 Searchers —Linda Horn Editor 

 P.O. Pox 3492 

 Anaheim, Ca. 92803 

 

Charter Date: April 20, 1958 

Affiliations: California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

  American Federation of  Mineralogical Societies 

V O L U M E  6 3 ,  I S S U E  6  
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  Check out our “new” Instagram page:  

https://www.instagram.com/searchersgemandmineral/?hl=en  

 Click here for a link to the CFMS newsletter   https://cfmsinc.org/newsletters/  

http://www.searchersrocks.org
http://www.searchersrocks.org
https://www.instagram.com/searchersgemandmineral/?hl=en
https://cfmsinc.org/newsletters/


 

 

THE NEVADA MINERAL & BOOK COMPANY 
http://minbooks.net/ 

342 S. Tustin Street  •  Orange, CA 92866 
     Ph. 714-633-1549 

 
 

V O L U M E  6 3 ,  I S S U E   P A G E  1 2  

Hours may vary, please call before coming.  

http://www.minbooks.net/

