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The President’s Message
Hello Searchers,
I hope this message finds everyone staying healthy and doing well. Wow, I can’t
believe it is already April – spring is here and summer is not far behind. The
COVID vaccine roll-out is getting better and better with reports of more members
getting vaccinated. I am waiting to hear an update from the Anaheim Community Center on when they might reopen. When that happens, we can all look
forward to in person meetings, the shop reopening and, well, life seeming to return to something more normal. I look forward to seeing you in person in the
months ahead at a meeting or on one of our field trips.
March’s general meeting program was an overview of Opals given by Meyer “Pete” Goetz. Pete
gave a great overview of the history and variety of Opals – I learned a lot. Thank you, Pete, for sharing your knowledge with us and thank you Sharon for arranging to have Pete speak to our club.
March’s club field trip was to the Tecopa area for Sperry Wash bog wood and for exploring the Upper Noonday Camp historic mining area. See the separate trip report for more details.
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At our March board meeting, we continued our development of a board Gmail email account with
Google Drive folders where Board documents are now being stored and shared. This will make the
process of board transitions more seamless and less dependent on multiple emails and hand-offs of
paper documents. The addition of a board email address is allowing us to standardize access to a
variety of online club tools and resources (such as our website, social media accounts, financial accounts, etc.) without having to use individual personal board member email addresses as the log in
credentials. Again, this has benefits from a board transition and club continuity standpoint. Sadly,
March was the last board meeting for our club Secretary, Aurora Vidin, who had to relocate out of
the area for work and family reasons. Aurora has renewed her club membership for this year and
will stay in touch with us. Jamie Cassidy-Curtiss has graciously agreed to step back in as Secretary for
the remainder of the current term. My personal “thank you” goes to Aurora and Jamie for supporting the club in this way. And by the way, officer elections will be coming in November – filing a
board position is a great way to learn about and support our club. For the club to do well in the future, it takes all members to give some of their time and talent to support the club. Please consider
supporting the club by filing a board role.
One last business item, we have received a couple of questions from members on how to go about paying dues this
year. Without in-person meetings, about the only way to do
this is via the mail. Dues payments should be mailed to;
SEARCHERS GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 3492,
ANAHEIM, CA 92803
That’s all for now Searchers. Stay healthy!

PAGE

2

Searchers Club Meetings and Presenters
Board Meeting- April 6th ZOOM meeting
Member Meeting– April 13th ZOOM meeting

NOTE: The latest is that the Community Center is still closed

Green Ash Hills and Mule Canyon Field Trip
Saturday, April 17. 2021 and Sunday April 18, 2021
Meet 8:30am, Depart: 9:00am
Leader: Doug Flaugh (vehicle: Gray Jeep Wrangler)
Cell# (310)-946-2487

Email: dwflaugh@aol.com

The Anaheim Searchers will be heading to the Calico Mountains for our April field trip. This area has a variety of collecting sites for petrified palm, petrified wood, agate, and jaspers, . We’ll likely visit 2-3 of the collecting sites along
Mule Canyon Rd. There is ample float collecting at each site with the opportunity to dig at some locations for those
so inclined. There will also be opportunities for plenty of float collecting of colorful chalcedony, bog agate and palm
just a short drive from camp.
This trip will involve off road driving. High clearance vehicles required, and four wheel drive is highly recommended
due to some long stretches of deep sand.
The meeting point and camp location is just off of the 15 freeway at the Minneola Rd exit just east of Yermo. After
exiting the freeway, go north toward the Shell station. About a quarter mile past the Shell, take the dirt road on the
left another quarter mile to the camp site.
This is a dry camp, so bring plenty of water and fire wood.
For those not camping, there are hotels and RV parks 5 miles away in Yermo as well as 15 miles away in Barstow.
Gas is a half mile from camp at
the Shell station which also has a
convenience store, and Eddie
World is 5 miles away boasting
the largest gas station in California as well as numerous restaurants and convenience store.
We’ll meet at 8:30am and leave
at 9:00. I hope you all can join!
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Searchers New Logo Wear Website
Here is the link:
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/searchers-logo-kim-strange.html?product=regular-tshirt
Once the page loads, the default is a men's t-shirt but the drop down menus on the right side
allow the selection of different sizes, colors and types of apparel. In addition, scrolling down
on the page then shows a variety of other logo items - from cell phone cases to tote bags to
notebooks and everything in between. Let's see if we can work up some sort of standing notification in the slab
each month to try to generate some interest. The club earns a small commission on each logo item sold so this
is a fund raiser for the club. Let me know if you have any questions.

KQED's Deep Look
https://www.kqed.org/deeplook
View these beautiful short videos on various STEM subjects. "See the unseen at the very edge of our visible world. Get a new perspective on our place in the universe and meet extraordinary new friends. Explore
big scientific mysteries by going incredibly small with Deep Look, a ultra-HD (4K) wildlife & nature series
created by KQED San Francisco and presented by PBS Digital Studios." Some programs especially interesting to Searchers:
5 Things You Thought You Knew -- But Didn't -- About Rattlesnakes
https://www.kqed.org/science/1945648/5-things-you-thought-you-knew-but-didnt-about-rattlesnakes
Why Do Tumbleweeds Tumble?
https://www.kqed.org/science/1922987/why-do-tumbleweeds-tumble
These Lizards Have Been Playing Rock-Paper-Scissors for 15 Million Years
https://www.kqed.org/science/681185/these-lizards-have-been-playing-rock-paper-scissors-for-15-millionyears
The Amazing Life of Sand
https://www.kqed.org/science/23057/the-amazing-life-of-sand

Santa Clarita Valley TV Geology/Paleontology Links
https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/general.htm#geology
This interesting collection of documents, photos and links describe various aspects of the Santa Clarita
Valley geology. Many of the documents are nicely illustrated with photos of fossils, specimens, maps and
other items. Enjoy!
Searchers Show Update
How can you contribute to Searchers even during COVID-19 times?
 Set aside rocks and slabs for door prizes at our monthly meetings.
 Search for new prize ideas for the show, and make a few.
 Give a few sparkly or interesting rocks or fossils to Wheel of Fortune.
 Share your field trip photos.
 Offer to lead a field trip, no matter how small.
 Cut slabs for the Long Beach VA Hospital lapidary program
 Clean out your stash and set some quality material aside for the silent auction.
 Order and wear your club t-shirt.
 Pay your dues.
Tell a friend about our next general meeting.
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April Meeting
Speaker: Our one and only Jimmy Peterson
Topic: Spheres
Description: Jimmy will show a slide presentation on how to make beautiful
spheres.

Searchers will have the General Meeting by Zoom, April 13th 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Zoom is dependent on a computer/tablet/phone with a microphone and camera, and Zoom loaded on it.
If you need to download Zoom, do so at https://zoom.us/
We would set an appointed day and time (have Zoom downloaded) and then click on the meeting link below. Then
you would click the "join meeting" button, then enable your microphone and enable your video.
If you are using an iPad you might have to touch the screen to see the speaker and video options at the bottom.
NOTE: for those who can't use Zoom, call us, we would love to have you!
Topic: Searcher's Meeting Room
Join Zoom Meeting
The club purchased our own Zoom account when we learned that Margaret would be retiring this year. The
Zoom ID that has been set up for our general meetings is;
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86169783495?pwd=QzQwTndNc0lSajRNdW5raTZ5NkZaZz09

Saw Oil Available
The club supplies saw oil at a good price. It is located at Jim Peterson’s home. Bring your own 5 gallon
container. The cost is $60 for 5 gallons. Call 714 904-8573 and make a check payable to “Searchers”
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Searchers Field Trip to Sperry Wash and War Eagle Mine, March 13-14, 21
We started the weekend with seven RVs setting up camp Friday night at our campsite on BLM land southeast
of Tecopa. The camp was situated at the edge of a 200 foot cliff overlooking a breathtaking canyon. Fellowship and conversation around the campfire lasted well into the evening.
In the morning more searchers and guests began to arrive at our 8:30 assembly. After signing the waiver and
a quick briefing 13 cars caravanned down to Sperry Wash. This was a 4wd trip with a few rough sections that
all made it through without incident.
At our designated stopping point we fanned out to collect the plentiful petrified bog with twig and eyelet
inclusions. There was also some pink palm, red palm and a petrified wood limb cast collected.

For field trip
information
contact:
Andrew
Bloxom Field
Trips,
Searchers
Gem and
Mineral
Society,
andrew.bloxo
m@gmail.com

After a break for lunch part of the group followed the trip leader to a secondary location to collect multicolored palm from a seam high in the hills. The seam is enormous, and though it has been collected for decades
there is no end in sight. Normally requiring hard rock mining, we found plentiful material in the tailings from
previous diggings. Many large pieces remain from when the trip leader last visited the site four years ago.
The quarter mile hike through difficult terrain and significant elevation gain will likely see these pieces remain for years to come.
At the agreed upon rally time the remaining vehicles departed back up the wash to civilization (paved roads).
A trip to China Ranch Date Farm for a date shake and baked goods rounded out the trip for some of the
group.
Saturday evening the campers retired to their RVs for private dinners before gathering around the campfire
for another evening of fellowship and conversation before a well-earned night’s sleep.
On Sunday morning, a group of 7 vehicles set of to explore the historic Shoshone Mines Group area just
north of Upper Noonday Camp. The numerous mines in this area were worked for lead, silver, gold, copper,
zinc and iron. Most operations ended by early 1953. Our group visited the War Eagle, Columbia No. 2 and
Noonday Mines and saw old mining structures including adits, shafts, haulage tunnels, wooden ore bins,
tramways, machinery and concrete building foundations. The best mineral collecting was at the Noonday
Mine where Smithsonite and possible Linarite were found. Some small gray crystals were found at the Columbia No. 2 which could be either Cerussite or Anglesite. The weather was beautiful and it was a great day
of exploring some historic mining areas east of Tecopa.
Most of our fearless adventurers headed back to civilization late Sunday but a few hardy souls enjoyed another camp fire thanks to wood supplied by Bob and Debbie Tanner. The great company, warm camp fire
and a sample of cinnamon whisky (thank you Dean and JoAnn Wanless) made for a wonderful evening.

Continued
On pages 6-7
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Searchers Information
Slab Archive on Searchers Website
Thanks to Kendall and John (our Wheel of Fortune team at our show) we have even more years of the Slab in
an archive on the Searchers Web Site. Do you have any paper Slabs tucked away? If you do, please check to see
if you have any of these issues. They can be scanned and returned to you:
Pre-1991: all issues
1991: January, June, July, September-November
1992: January, July
1993: January
1994: October
1995: June
1997: April
1999: March, May-December
2000: January-July, September
2001: June-December
2002: January-December
2003: January-December
2004: January-December
2005: January-July, November-December
2006: December
2007: December
2008: January, February, December
2009: December
2011: February
2013: July
Check out the archive at https://www.searchersrocks.org/2019-slab-archive
Margaret Hogarth
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Upcoming 2021 CFMS Gem Shows
For a more
complete
listing of
shows go
to website:
www.cfms
inc.org

Due to the ongoing virus
check to see if any shows are
still on. Most all have been
canceled

Palomar Gem and Mineral Show – presented by the Palomar Gem and Mineral
Club. Held in the California Arts Centers
museum and ballroom. A beautiful indoor
facility. Secure for vendors and comfortable for attendees. 30-35 dealers.
Website: pgmcshow@palomargem.org

2021 Shows
April 10-11, 2021 – Mariposa, CA
Mariposa Gem and Mineral Club
Mountains of Minerals Show
Mariposa County Fairgrounds, 5007
Fairgrounds Rd.
Saturday 10 AM-5 PM, Sunday 10 AM-4
PM
Website: http://mariposagemclub.org

August 14-15, 2021 – Arcadia CA
Pasadena Lapidary Society
“Inspiration Unearth”, 62nd Annual Tournament of Gems
Arcadia Masonic Center, 50 W. Duarte
Rd., Arcadia
Hours: 10-5 Daily
Contact: Ellen Ferrell 1-727-512-0381
Email: ellenbf207@aol.com
Website: pasadenalapidary.org

May 1-2, 2021 – Jackson, CA
Amador County Gem & Mineral Society
Kennedy Mine Gem and Craft Show
Hwy 49 in Jackson CA
Saturday – 10 AM – 5 PM, Sunday – 10
AM – 4 PM
Contact: (209) 296-4061, blackwolf@vgolcano.net

September 18-19, 2021 – Chico, CA
Feather River Lapidary and Mineral Society Silver Dollar Fairgrounds
2357 Fair St., Chico, CA 95928
Saturday 9 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 9 AM – 4
PM
Contact: 1 530 586-7052; Website: http://
featherriverrocks.org

June 12-13, 2021 – Escondido CA
Palomar Gem and Mineral Club
340 N. Escondido Blvd., Escondido CA
92025
Saturday – 10 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 10
AM-4PM

April Birthstone: Diamond
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October 9-10, 2021 – Los Altos, CA
Peninsula Gem and Geology Society
One No. San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA
94022
Saturday and Sunday 10 AM – 5 PM
Contact: 1 (408) 834-5384,
steve_jobe@sbcglobal.net
Website: http://pggs.org
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Searchers Gem & Mineral Society
General Information
Check our website for unexpected changes in schedule!
www.searchersrocks.org
General Meetings:

7 PM, 2nd Tuesday of each month, Jan -

Nov
Board Meetings:

6PM, 1st Tuesday of each month, Jan - Nov

Workshop:
Location:

Thursday 5:30 to 10:00 PM and Saturday 2:30 to 7:00 PM
Anaheim Downtown Community Center
250 East Center St.
Anaheim, CA 92805

Mailing Address:

Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.

P.O Box 3492
Anaheim, CA 92803
Website:

www.searchersrocks.org

Membership Dues:

Individual

$25

Couple

$35

Valid Jan.1-Dec.31,not prorated
Bulletin:

Submissions due 3rd Friday of the month via e-mail to:
editor@searchersrocks.org.

Bulletin distributed 1st week of each month. Mail exchange bulletins to the editor:
Searchers —Linda Horn Editor
P.O. Pox 3492
Anaheim, Ca. 92803
Charter Date: April 20, 1958
Affiliations:

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
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THE NEVADA MINERAL & BOOK COMPANY
http://minbooks.net/

342 S. Tustin Street • Orange, CA 92866
Ph. 714-633-1549

