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The Presidentõs Message 
Hello Searchers! 

What does the Board of Directors and Invaluable Volunteers do for the Club?  

¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ά¢ƻ 5ƻέ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ рл ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜΥ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŦŜŜǎΣ 
taxes, and dues on-time with the State and City of Anaheim, keeping insurance policies current for the 
/ƭǳō ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǿΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ƴŀƘŜƛƳ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ άǇŀȅ ŦƻǊέ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
workshop time at the Anaheim Downtown Community Center, putting on the annual Show at the 
Brookhurst Center, accepting rock and mineral donations including assessment, pick up, cleaning, and 
finding storage space, maintaining an active website presence including a Google Drive account with 
all Club documents, a gmail account, and a Facebook account and keeping track of monies with a busi-
ness checking account. The Board members attend monthly board meetings, monthly general meet-
ings with speakers and zoom, organizing and leading field trips, and holding a summer picnic and win-
ter party. (Margaret and Bill Hogarth, Rick Weber, Gwen Sharp, Nancy Bird, Sue Gevedon, Jenny Rohl, 
Caleb Guyer, and Jamie Cassidy-Curtis) 

Invaluable Volunteers: Linda Horn who produces the newsletter, Debbie and Bob Tanner who main-
ǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƭƛǎǘΣ {ǘŜǾŜ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǎ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ WƻƘƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜǎ 
Square and website problems, and Caleb Guyer who supervises the workshop twice a week with help 
from Jim Thorpe, Jenny Rohl, Daniel Friend, Jimmy Peterson and me. 

Why do we do this? Because we all love rocks and minerals!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to new members: Joshua Lloyd, Carole Johnson, Peter Stull, Charlita 

ά[ŜŜǘŀέ aŜŀŘƻǿǎΣ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ aŜŀŘƻǿǎΣ ŀƴŘ wŜǳōŜƴ tŜǊŜȊΦ 

Sincerely, Robin Larzelere, President 

The Searchers next meeting:  
June 13, 2023   7 p.m.  

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 

https://www.searchersrocks.org/meetings


 

 

 

P A G E  2  

T H E  R O C K  S L A B  N E W S  

Searchers Club Meetings  
Board Meeting-  June 6th at 6:30 P.M.  

Member Meetingς June 13th in the Anaheim Community Center    

Minutes - Board Meeting, Tuesday April 4, 2023     

Meeting vis Zoom at 6:30 p.m. 

Attendees: Robin Larzelere, Jamie Cassidy-Curtis, Nancy Bird, Jenny Rohl, Sue Gevedon, Margaret Hogarth, Bill Hogarth, 
Gwen Sharp, Caleb Guyer 

April 4, 2023 Board Meeting Minutes, April 11 Regular meeting minutes approved with typo fix. 

 tŜŀǊǎƻƴ tŀǊƪ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ς Saturday May 20, 2023 Robin will ask for volunteers at the upcoming meeting next 
week. 

New saw purchases ς Caleb presented the saw purchase for 2, 14- inch saws and 1, 18-inch saw from Highland Park 
for $8,891 plus tax and shipping. The board approved this purchase since the new saws will fit into the storage space 
in the Center. In addition, the board approved looking into the purchase of an 18-inch Lortone saw for Dale Palas as 
ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ϷмΣрллΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ 
the upcoming May general meeting. 

Raffle at General Meetings, new volunteer needed. We will revert back to the way we were doing it and promote it 
better during the meeting  

May Program: Dr. Will Gelnaw, Cooper Center Paleontology 

May trip: Lavic Siding for beginners, hoping for a good turn-out. 

CFMS Representative:  Nancy Bird will be attending the CFMS show in Lodi, June 23-25, 2023.   

Minutes ς General Meeting, Tuesday, May 9, 2023 

Call to Order: The meeting began at 7:05 PM. 

Raffle:  Regular raffle resumed as well as a silent auction this month. Door prize drawing continues. 

Saws: The proposed 18-inch saw as well as two 14-inch saws was debated and then voted on by the membership. The 
purchase was approved. The original vote for the 24-inch saw was rescinded and passed by the membership. 

Imaginology:  April 15-16. Was staffed by Robin Lazelere, Melissa Meaux and Karen Kremer. 

aŀȅ нлΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎΩ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΥ  tŜŀǊǎƻƴ tŀǊƪΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΗ 

Cal State Fullerton Award: Gwen Sharp and Robin Lazerlere attended the award banquet where our donation was 
awarded to two students who helped out at our show on Saturday. 

CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇǎΥ [ŀǾƛŎ {ƛŘƛƴƎΣ aŀȅ нл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀŘȅΩǎ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ 

Federation: CFMS meeting to be held in June at Lodi. Nancy will represent out club. The show will also be there in  

Lodi for the CFMS. 

Meeting adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM 

Presentation: 

The presentation was by Dr. Will Gelnaw of the Cooper Center for Paleontology which houses fossils from Orange 
County. He identifies fossils found in Orange County, mainly from construction projects. There is a museum that is 
reopening at Ralph B. Clark Regional Park in Buena Park. 

In the past mammoths, bison, horses and sloths inhabited Orange County. There is a 50-year back-log of material that 
has been collected and stored at the John D. Cooper Center. They are assembling a digital collection to be viewed 
online of the fossils that are stored in the center. 

  Continued on next page 
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Saw Oil Available 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǎŀǿ ƻƛƭ ŀǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ WƛƳ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ .ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ р Ǝŀƭƭƻƴ 
container. The cost is $65 for 5 gallons to members. $75 for non-members.      

Call 714 904-урто ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎέ 

Searcher Presenters and News 

  /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ άƴŜǿέ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΥ  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/searchersrocks/     

June Speaker:  Dick Weber 

Geology & History of the Argyle Diamond Mine Western Australia  
The Argyle Diamond mine was discovered in 1979 in an extremely remote area of Western Australia.  One of the 
richest diamond mines in the world, it was the source of almost all of the world's natural pink diamonds.  At the time 
of it's closure in November of 2021, it was known as one of the largest diamond producers 
in the world. 

Geologist Dick Weber was able to visit and photograph this mine during his year-long 
άǿŀƭƪŀōƻǳǘέ  ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ  IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ 
the discovery of this deposit.  Dick will describe the geology of the formation of the lampro-
lite pipe that forms the host rock for these unusual multicolored diamonds.  He will also 
explain their unique connection with our own U. S.  diamond deposit in Arkansas.     

      Dick Weber is a retired exploration geologist and mineral collector.  He has worked and traveled as a geologist 
throughout most of North America.  The Weber's also spent a year in New Zealand and Australia examining the geol-
ogy and visiting numerous major mining areas of that region.   He has been an active member of the Conejo Gem and 
Mineral Club for more than 20 years, serving as president and treasurer.   The Weber's enjoy exhibiting their speci-

Presentation Continued  from page 2 

Some of the oldest fossils in Orange County are in the Bedford Canyon Group and are from the Jurassic. Thes include 
sea turtles, ammonites, clams, oysters and snails. 

Later fossils that have been found are laurel leaves, club foot moss, a little rhino, oreodonts and a crocodilian. There 
were also musk deer in the area. 

Miocene fossils include palm fronds in the Topanga Formation. Also, marine fossils have been found from this period 
that include shark teeth and vertebrae. There was even a very large vertebra found from a megalodon shark. In deep 
trenches lantern fish lived. 

In the Mio Pliocene shark teeth were found as well as large walrus with no big tusks In the Pleistocene there were no 
ice sheets here and the ocean was warmer than it is today. Large mammals roamed the landscape including, mam-
moths, Harlans ground sloth and the long-horned bison. 

There are really no public lands to collect fossils on in Orange County. If you do happen to find something: leave it, 
document it, photograph it and report it. Volunteers are needed help with fossil prep work. Contact 
copa@ocparks.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/searchersrocks/
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Upcoming Fields Trips 

The monthly overnight field trip season is over with the rise in temperatures. We are planning day excur-
sions to beach sites, museums, and points of interest to rockhounds, and perhaps a long-range trip later in 
the summer, stay tuned to the Slab. Sometimes these events come up quickly and we coordinate through 
email blasts. If you haven't received one recently (say about the Mojave Trails National Monument, 
MTNM?) then it's likely we don't have a good email for you. You can change/update/add your contact infor-
mation in an email to the Searcher's mailbox: anaheimsearchers@gmail.com.   

FIELD TRIP REPORT  Lavic Siding Trip Report, May 2023 

For the last couple of years we have ended the desert camping season with a trip to Lavic Siding 

and surrounding area. Being the first trip after the annual show, we try and publicize it as a one-

day trip to new members, and young folk who happen to get excited at the show. This year was 

no exception with 6 young rockhounds and 2 older ones hitting the desert for the first time, and 

joining 7 experienced Searchers for a great trip. 

And what a time it was! While we advertise that we can usually find space for those without high 

clearance vehicles we never thought there would be 6 people looking for seats ς but we found 

them! We also found rattlesnakes, horned lizards, lightning with rain and wind, and a poor tortoise shell. Everyone went 

ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ƧŀǎǇŜǊΣ ŀƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊπ

day was north of 100°! (We were prepared with plenty of water, fruit and snacks.) 

CǊƛŘŀȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ άŜŀǊƭȅ ōƛǊŘǎέ όWƻƘƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΣ DǿŜƴ {ƘŀǊǇΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƭ ¢ŀƭōƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ .ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ IƻƎŀǊǘƘύ ǎŎƻǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

area in the South Cadys that we would hit with the whole group ς it was fine - then going north from Ludlow toward 

.ǊƻŀŘǿŜƭƭ 5Ǌȅ [ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŜŦǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ŀŘȅΩǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŀƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ WƻƘƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ 

found in an old magazine. Several members went looking and they all brought back something, but did not find that 

άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ǎŜŀƳΦ hƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƛǊȅ vǳŜŜƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ [ǳŘƭƻǿΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ Ƙƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

was a great lightning show over the Cadys with rain later that night. 

Saturday the newbies arrived bright and early (6 kids and 3 adults) and we took them to the Cady foothills for some 

ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭ ƧŀǎǇŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ WǳƴƛƻǊ IƛƎƘ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ǊƻŎƪǎ ƻǇŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 

all very nice, well-behaved citizens of nature and were enthusiastic about finding nice specimens and learning about the 

desert first hand. In fact, the best agate of the day was found by one of them. 

After lunch we went to the western side of the Lavic rock field and scouted for more jasper. But it was just too hot, so 

ǿƘŜƴ р ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǎǿƛƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƻƻƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳƛǘǘƛƴƎ 

time was at hand. Soon only the early birds plus Bert Vogle, who arrived that morning were left, and we all went back to 

camp, rested, had a potluck dinner, and watched the lightning again (no rain this time). 

Sunday we checked out the Hector Hills and found some amazing pieces of agate and other material, but we were tired 

and were packed up by noon and on the road home. 

 

mailto:anaheimsearchers@gmail.com
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For field trip 

information 

contact:  Bill 

Hogarth or Rick 

Webber 


