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The President’s Message
Hello Searchers,
I hope this message finds everyone staying healthy and doing well. As of this
writing, the Anaheim Community Center remains closed due to COVID-19. In
their last communication to our club, they noted it will likely be a few more
months before they can consider reopening to the public. For now, we will continue to conduct our club board and general meetings via Zoom. I can only hope
that our nation’s new leaders will figure out how to speed the manufacturing and
distribution of COVID vaccines and get our nation vaccinated as quickly as possible so we can all safely
return to doing all the things we want to do.
For those who joined our general meeting in January, Stan Bogosian gave a great talk on the rock collecting opportunities in New Mexico. Stan’s first-hand account was engaging and interesting. Our club
thanks Stan for sharing his knowledge with us. Thank you, Sharon, for arranging to have Stan speak to
our club.
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POINTS OF INTEREST

At our January board meeting, we covered a few topics including discussing how to better organize and
share club documents online and how to better conduct club business in a “virtual” environment. More
to come on those topics in future months. We also discussed our 2021 club show and club field trips.
We have been discussing our 2021 show for the last few months, hoping that vaccines would get widely
and timely distributed and that the Brookhurst Community Centers and Anaheim Community Centers
would reopen soon. But as of our board meeting and as of this writing, none of those things are yet
true. Because of the uncertainty of when COVID vaccinations would be widely available and when the
Brookhurst Community Center will reopen, it was with heavy hearts that the board voted to cancel our
2021 show. It was not felt to be realistic to continue to plan, advertise and hold a successful show this
year with all the unknowns we face. Additionally, since mid-December, most parts of California have
been under a stay at home order. In light of this, the board has decided it would be best to put a temporary “hold” on scheduling more club sponsored field trips. We all look forward to being able to
schedule club field trips as soon as it is safe to do so.

FIELD TRIPS
GENERAL MEETING
SPEAKERS

One last business item, please remember to support our
club by paying your 2021 dues before March 1. Thank you.
That’s all for now Searchers. Stay healthy!
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Searchers Club Meetings and Presenters
Board Meeting- February 2nd
Member Meeting– February 9th ZOOM meeting

NOTE: The latest is that the Community Center is still closed
Searchers General Meeting January 12th
Called to session at 7:05 Zoom meeting
Stan Bogosian, guest speaker,
Attendees: Margaret, Miko, Sharon, Robert, Dean, Gwen, Sue, Carol, Kim, Marge, Jennifer, Stan, Linda, Andrew, Kellee,
Paul, Virgil, Theresa, Charlotte, R larzelere,
Guest speaker Stan Bogosian shared with us his journeys in New Mexico. Topaz and Garnet- East grants ridge with a lot
of micro minerals
Zuni Mountains, outside of Grants, NM Fluorite is the mineral of interest there. Minerals of interest were Fluorite, Barite, Quartz, Linarite and Brochantite
Breaking open the matrix can be very difficult.
Kelly Mine, Magdalena, NM not as productive but cool spot. Smithsonite mineral.
Cooke’s Peak is currently mined for Fluorite. Underground mine, “funky” and not so safe there is plenty to go through
without going underground though.
Hatch NM was the closest town and hatch peppers were being dried, often on the roof very colorful and SPICY
Macey Mine, and Parcha River near Hillsboro, NM and Luna Agate near Luna, Catron Country had Blue banded agate
there is also the petrified wood forest and found some beautiful flat lap wood.
General collecting on these mines are not permitted and you need permission for collecting
General Announcements
Show announcement from the Board
Board has concluded that the show will not be possibly this year due to Covid
Field trips are formally postponed due to California stay at home orders
Comments- there are some local spots and there isn’t anything to stop individuals from going out and collecting, this is
just club sponsored events
Stans Compensation (tonight’s speaker)- he didn’t want any financial compensation, leave it up to Sharon to decide,
donation to CF
Robert: Quartzsite very cautious of Covid, suggest going to the back and avoid the congestion. International dealers
will likely not be there
Miko can give us Gems presentation and will coordinate with Sharon
Meeting adjourned at 8:25
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Searchers Board Meeting Minutes, January 5th Aurora Vidin, Secretary
M=motion, S=second, V=vote (in favor/opposed/abstain)
Members present: Kim, Andrew, Aurora, Nancy, Doug, Margaret
Call to Order 6:36
Approval of Previous Board Meeting Records
Old Business
Future Strategy for Searchers' Online Accounts Access and Collaborative Storage
Social Media (Facebook, Instagram etc.)
Searchers Website
Online Document Repository
Club Email Address(s) for Club Business use
2021 Club Show
Usually the first weekend in May
Margaret hasn’t consulted the whole committee but feels it would be very difficult to go
forward with the show without having the COVID vaccine fully distributed.
M: Nancy: Due to concerns noted above, cancel the show in 2021
S: Margaret: V: Motion caries Marg will notify show committee, Kim will notify club
When we can meet for the first time, we should have a silent auction
Kim recommends stopping field trips while under stay at home order, Andrew agrees
Andrew, consider posting some easy trips that don’t need guidance
New Business
Bylaws and Standing Rules
Extensive review done last year. Kim will go through and look at key items that may need edits
2021 Searcher Budget

Sue unable to attend follow up separately

Standing Reports
Secretary- Nothing to report
Treasurer- Not able to attend
1st VP- Not able to attend
2nd VP- Nothing more to report
CFMS Representative
Rockhound of the year award. This was missed last year.
Scholarship update (independent of CFMS) when we are past Covid and loss of income, would be good to continue.
Director
Since we are not operating the shop or having the show is there an opportunity to save on insurance
Show Chair
Some members are heading to Quartzsite tomorrow despite stay at home orders- be careful
Shop Chair- Not able to attend
“Parking Lot”
Annual Financial Review (Kim)
Asset Manager inventory/report (Ed)
Adjourn-7:30- Happy New Year
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SEARCHERS DUES

In our discussion of this topic over the past few months, we (the board) considered nu-

merous alternatives including lowering the dues amount and offering some sort of "financial hardship" process for
members. We ultimately decided to keep the dues at the same rate as 2020. Please send to the address on the
back of this newsletter.

February Meeting

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO INDONESIAN GEMSTONES

Miko was born in 1941 on a small island of Madura, not far from the famous Bali Island.
Since 1990 he collected various types of gemstones from almost all major islands in Indonesia. In the period 1997 2001, 24 varieties of his gemstone collections were published on Indonesian stamps.
Miko will emphasis his presentation on the amazing beauty of moss jasper chalcedonies from several regencies in Indonesia that having different geological environments.
Miko passed his geological degree from Bandung Institute of Technology in 1967 and directly worked at Geological
Survey of Indonesia in Bandung. In 1975 he moved to Total Indonesie, Subsidiary of Compagnie Francais du Petrole. In
1978 he passed his post graduate degree from French Petroleum Institute in Franch.
Searchers will have the January general meeting by Zoom, February 9th 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Zoom is dependent on a computer/tablet/phone with a microphone and camera, and Zoom loaded on it.
If you need to download Zoom, do so at https://zoom.us/
We would set an appointed day and time (have Zoom downloaded) and then click on the meeting link below. Then
you would click the "join meeting" button, then enable your microphone and enable your video.
If you are using an iPad you might have to touch the screen to see the speaker and video options at the bottom.
NOTE: for those who can't use Zoom, call us, we would love to have you!
877 853 5247 US Toll-free
888 788 0099 US Toll-free
Meeting ID: 220 276 8016
Topic: Searcher's Meeting Room
Join Zoom Meeting
https://tcc-services.zoom.us/j/2202768016
Meeting ID: 220 276 8016
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,2202768016# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,2202768016# US (Houston)
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US
+1 301 715 8592 US
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 220 276 8016
Find your local number: https://tcc-services.zoom.us/u/
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Field Trip Report: Kokernot o6 Ranch, Alpine, TX

For field trip
information
contact:
Andrew
Bloxom Field
Trips,
Searchers
Gem and
Mineral
Society,
andrew.bloxo
m@gmail.com

Lyndsey and I recently had the opportunity to participate in a commercial field trip on the Kokernot o6 Ranch in Alpine, Texas led by
Aaron Thomas and James Winn. The area is well-known for its rich
diversity of agates and jaspers, and the most sought-after specimens
contain colorful plumes and unique inclusions. The mountains of
southwestern Texas along the Big Bend region are comprised of Tertiary volcanic units with extensive silicification. For better or worse,
much of the land in this region is privately held which has made collecting opportunities rare and therefore many of the grounds have
not been prospected heavily or at all. These trips are advertised and many of the rocks from this region are shared on a Facebook group, “Texas Rockhounds”.
We started the morning meeting up in the town of Alpine, where 6 others met for the trip. The
weather was cold (34degF) and wet, and we had stocked up on thermal layers at a local Wal-Mart in
preparation, letting nothing hold us back from this trip we had been anticipating for over a month.
Driving almost 45 minutes north, through the town of Fort Davis, I am told we largely were within the
lands of the ranch for much of the drive. The Kokernot 06 Ranch was established in 1912 and is one of
the larger private land holdings in the United States. Until recently, there had only been a a couple
family members who were aware and showed interest in the rocks that lay on the land. Aaron indicated to me while rockhounding that the hill we were on, which by California standards provided plentiful good quality material, was one of 47 such locales in the ranch that he had mapped together with
James Winn, who is a member of the family who owns the ranch. The drive took us through winding
canyon roads with sunlight shooting through the clouds, intermittently caught in snow flurries and
passing through pastures holding herds of elk and mule deer in plain sight.
Arriving at the hill, we entered a gate and passed by a number of horses being raised commercially.
We donned orange vests since another commercial ventures of the ranch is in big game and exotic
animal hunts. With 3 layers of warmth and new work gloves, and a few tools we could bring, we set
out with buckets to collect our treasure. After a short hike, we reached the geologic landmarks that
Aaron had indicated and started to see material and specimen littering the ground. It was quite an
amazing experience to be on land like this which has not been prospected heavily. We quickly realized
we needed to start being more selective, since in this case the rocks are not free but by the pound!
We had overall about 5 hours of collecting and found many neat specimens and cutting rough. We’re
hoping to go back when able. To our misfortune, the entire Big Bend region had been hit by a snowstorm with 7-10” falling just a week prior and while it had melted, many of the roads were made more
difficult and as a result an easier location was selected for our day trip. We weren’t able to find many
of the plumes but we were still very pleased with our haul. If anyone would like more info about these
trips, feel free to reach out.
We look forward to seeing other member out in the desert again once the CA stay at home orders are
relaxed and we can feel comfortable about holding public trips as a club.
Andrew Bloxom
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Saw Oil Available
The club supplies saw oil at a good price. It is located at Jim Peterson’s home. Bring your own 5 gallon
container. The cost is $60 for 5 gallons. Call 714 904-8573 and make a check payable to “Searchers”
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Searchers Information
Slab Archive on Searchers Website
Thanks to Kendall and John (our Wheel of Fortune team at our show) we have even more years of the Slab in
an archive on the Searchers Web Site. Do you have any paper Slabs tucked away? If you do, please check to see
if you have any of these issues. They can be scanned and returned to you:
Pre-1991: all issues
1991: January, June, July, September-November
1992: January, July
1993: January
1994: October
1995: June
1997: April
1999: March, May-December
2000: January-July, September
2001: June-December
2002: January-December
2003: January-December
2004: January-December
2005: January-July, November-December
2006: December
2007: December
2008: January, February, December
2009: December
2011: February
2013: July
Check out the archive at https://www.searchersrocks.org/2019-slab-archive
Margaret Hogarth
+++++++++++++++++
How to Read Topographic Maps
For an overview of topoView, the USGS topographic map viewer, an interesting history of topographic maps,
and how to read a topo map see https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/help/
++++++++++++++++++++++
Visualization of the Mineral Resources in Everyday Objects
https://www.americangeosciences.org/critical-issues/maps/visualization-mineral-resources-everyday-objects
+++++++++++++++++++
Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History
Check out the Earth Science Resources put together by the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History.
You might enjoy watching the videos and webcasts put together to help teachers. Some intriguing titles: Mineral Dependence: Gemstones to Cellphones; Plate Tectonics; Volcano Geochemistry - Windows to Earth's Interior; and What is Volcanic Ash, Anyway?
Enjoy!
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/education/teaching-resources/earth-science
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Upcoming 2021 CFMS Gem Shows
For a more
complete
listing of
shows go
to website:
www.cfms
inc.org

Due to the ongoing virus
check to see if any shows are
still on. Most all have been
canceled
2021 Shows
February 20-21, Antioch
Antioch Lapidary Club
Jewelry, Gem & Rock Show
Contra Costa County Fairgrounds, 1201
West 10th St., Antioch
Hours: 10 am – 5 pm daily
Admission $6, Children 12 and under/
Scouts in uniform – Free
Active Military with ID – Free
Contact: (925) 3016957, brenda.miguel@yahoo.com

April 10-11, 2021 – Mariposa, CA
Mariposa Gem and Mineral Club
Mountains of Minerals Show
Mariposa County Fairgrounds, 5007 Fairgrounds Rd.
Saturday 10 AM-5 PM, Sunday 10 AM-4
PM
Website: http://mariposagemclub.org

May 1-2, 2021 – Jackson, CA
Amador County Gem & Mineral Society
Kennedy Mine Gem and Craft Show
Hwy 49 in Jackson CA
Saturday – 10 AM – 5 PM, Sunday – 10
AM – 4 PM
Contact: (209) 296-4061, blackwolf@vgolcano.net

June 12-13, 2021 – Escondido CA
Palomar Gem and Mineral Club
February 27-28, Vallejo
340 N. Escondido Blvd., Escondido CA
Valejo Gem & Mineral Society
92025
56th Annual Gem & Mineral Show
Saturday – 10 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 10 AMSolano County Fairgrounds, McCormack 4PM
Hall, 900 Fairgrounds Dr.
Palomar Gem and Mineral Show – preHours 10 am-5pm
sented by the Palomar Gem and Mineral
Contact: (415) 254-1506, dduClub. Held in the California Arts Centers
honvgms@gmail,com
museum and ballroom. A beautiful indoor
facility. Secure for vendors and comfortable for attendees. 30-35 dealers.
March 6 – Ventura, CA CANCELLED!!! Website: pgmcshow@palomargem.org
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Ventura County Fairgrounds

February Birthstone: Amethyst
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August 14-15, 2021 – Arcadia CA
Pasadena Lapidary Society
“Inspiration Unearth”, 62nd Annual Tournament of Gems
Arcadia Masonic Center, 50 W. Duarte
Rd., Arcadia
Hours: 10-5 Daily
Contact: Ellen Ferrell 1-727-512-0381
Email: ellenbf207@aol.com
Website: pasadenalapidary.org
September 18-19, 2021 – Chico, CA
Feather River Lapidary and Mineral SocietySilver Dollar Fairgrounds
2357 Fair St., Chico, CA 95928
Saturday 9 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 9 AM – 4
PM
Contact: 1 530 586-7052; Website: http://
featherriverrocks.org
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Searchers Gem & Mineral Society
General Information
Check our website for unexpected changes in schedule!
www.searchersrocks.org
General Meetings:

7 PM, 2nd Tuesday of each month, Jan -

Nov
Board Meetings:

6PM, 1st Tuesday of each month, Jan - Nov

Workshop:
Location:

Thursday 5:30 to 10:00 PM and Saturday 2:30 to 7:00 PM
Anaheim Downtown Community Center
250 East Center St.
Anaheim, CA 92805

Mailing Address:

Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.

P.O Box 3492
Anaheim, CA 92803
Website:

www.searchersrocks.org

Membership Dues:

Individual

$25

Couple

$35

Valid Jan.1-Dec.31,not prorated
Bulletin:

Submissions due 3rd Friday of the month via e-mail to:
editor@searchersrocks.org.

Bulletin distributed 1st week of each month. Mail exchange bulletins to the editor:
Searchers —Linda Horn Editor
P.O. Pox 3492
Anaheim, Ca. 92803
Charter Date: April 20, 1958
Affiliations:

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
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THE NEVADA MINERAL & BOOK COMPANY
http://minbooks.net/

342 S. Tustin Street • Orange, CA 92866
Ph. 714-633-1549

