Holbrook Field Trip Plan
October 17 & 18, 2015
Leaders Steve Duncan and Cat Van Kampen
The October trip will be to the Holbrook AZ area for petrified wood.  This area has the best colored (pinks, yellows, purples etc) wood I am aware of.  To aid us in our search I have enlisted the help of a long time friend of the Searchers Cat Van Kampen.  Many of you know Cat and know that she is an excellent trip leader.  You will need at least a high clearance vehicle for the collecting, but as usual we can car pool people that need it.  However if you do need to carpool to the collecting site with someone with a truck please make plans with them, or contact me.  We haven’t been too full to carpool people yet, but it could happen. 

To make things simple we will be staying at the Route 66 RV Park, at 7625 Quartzsite St in Sun Valley Az.  This is very much a no frills RV Park, but it is conveniently located.  It has showers and restrooms. I plan to be at the RV Park Friday evening.   There are also motels in Holbrook, including the very cool Wigwam motel where the rooms are concrete wigwams and they have great displays of petrified wood in the lobby. 

On Sat we will meet at 9AM at Jim Gray’s Petrified Wood Co 147 US-180, Holbrook AZ.  We will spend a few minutes looking at the shop and from there we will visit the Petrified National Forest.  There is a fee of $10/vehicle to enter the park.  Your entrance fee is good for 7 days if you wish to return later and spend some more time.   If you are over 62 that same 10 dollars will get you a Senior pass which you can use for free admission to National Parks for a lifetime.  You can get that at the gate, or pick it up in advance. Details at: https://store.usgs.gov/pass/senior.html

 After the Park we will go collecting in the Sun Valley area. 

Sat night we will have our traditional pot luck at the RV Park.  Bring something good to share and your appetite. 

Sunday we will collect the Joseph area.  We will leave from the RV park at 8:30 AM

Sunday night anyone who wants can join us at Joe and Aggies Café 120 W Hopi Dr in Holbrook for dinner.

You will want to be sure to bring hats, sunscreen, and lots of water.  As far as tools a rockpick and spray bottle at a minimum, you may well want to bring some heavy artillery (pick, shovel, digging bar etc) as you may need to dig out a big piece.  The BLM says you can collect 25 lbs a day + I big piece for a total limit of 250 lbs/year. 

Email me at wsd@iteris.com  if you have any questions, and it would help if we knew how many folks were coming, so if you plan on coming please drop me an email letting me know how many people in how many vehicles, and whether you plan on staying at the RV Park.  You can also call me at 714 724-7102. 

Travel Note: The drive to Holbrook is LONG, Google says 8 hours.  As you travel to Holbrook on 40 you will pass the Walnut Canyon National Monument.  This is a very cool place if you have some time to visit it.  You will also pass the giant meteor crater at Winslow.  Personally this place didn’t do much for me, but it is a big crater if you want to see it.  

