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The Purpose of the Searchers Gem & Mineral Society 

By-Laws, Article 1, Sec. 2 
 

This society was formed for the purpose of banding together a group of congenial persons for the purpose of studying mineralogy 

and the earth sciences by means of association with other mineralogical societies and with their members; presentation of public 

exhibitions, lectures, and similar programs; field trips for exploration, study and collecting of specimens; the encouragement of 

interest among young people and the fostering of interest in mineralogy and the lapidary arts; the procurement and maintenance of 

collections of minerals, mineral products and related pictures, writings and other information thereof; and all other means which 

are appropriate to the accomplishment of the primary objectives above set forth.   
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Norbert Bernhardt 

 

Hello Searchers! 

 

I hope all of you are having a great summer!  It has been quite warm hare and out at our collecting sites.  I 

am sure that we are all looking forward to the cooler weather so that we may go on field trips again! 

 

The Searchers Picnic was held on Sunday, July 19, at Ralph B. Clark Regional Park.  All those that attended 

had a great time.  There was plenty of food and drinks for all on what was a very warm day.  In all 22 mem-

bers and 2 guests were present.  My thanks go out to Beth Pelfrey, Kathy and Curtis Clark, and Steve Duncan 

for helping out with getting the food, drinks and ice to the park; and also a big thank you to my wife for her 

patience and support on some of my endeavors.   

 

Congratulations to Herb Beckman our gem identification winner and also our runners up, Steve Duncan and 

Jimmy Peterson.  Herb was able to identify 7 of the 12 rocks and minerals that were displayed.  Some were 

quite hard to identify.  You should have seen all the concentration and determination that these contestants 

had!  Good job! 

 

Congratulations to our picnic door prize winners!  They went home with jade, a geode, a Condor agate slab 

donated by Jimmy, garnets and several other prizes.  For those who were not able to attend, you missed a 

good time.  I hope to see more members participating at next year’s picnic. 

 

I look forward to our next general meeting on August 11.  There will be a fantastic program that Jim Peterson 

has arranged.  Please read the 1st Vice President’s article for more information.   

 

P.S.  My goal for the August meeting is for all members to bring a guest to the general meeting and in-

troduce them to our wonderful hobby and club activities!  You never know, your President my have 

some prizes for those that bring  a guest.  Be ready to introduce your guest at the beginning of the 

meeting. 

 

See you! 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Check our website for unexpected changes in schedule!  
www.searchersrocks.org 

 

General Meetings: 7 PM, 2nd Tuesday of each month, 
Jan - Nov 

 
Board Meetings: 7PM, Wed. after general meeting, 

Jan - Nov 
 
Workshop: Thursday, 6 – 10 PM, free wire-

wrap class.   
Saturday, 3 – 7 PM  Free silver-
smithing class 1st, 2nd, 3rd Satur-
days (schedule varies). 

 
 No workshops:  January 1, 2009 
 
Location: Anaheim Downtown Community 

Center 
 250 East Center St. 
 Anaheim, CA 92805 
 

Mailing Address: Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, 
Inc. 

 P.O Box 3492 
 Anaheim, CA 92803 
 
Website: www.searchersrocks.org 
 
Membership Dues: Individual   $25 

Couple   $35 
Junior (17 & under) $10 
Valid Jan.1-Dec.31,not prorated 

 
Bulletin: Submissions due 3rd Friday of the 

month via e-mail to:  edi-
tor@searchersrocks.org. 

 Bulletin distributed 1st week of 
each month.  Mail exchange bulle-
tins to the editor: 
Kathy Clark 
18661 Silver Maple Way 
N. Tustin, CA 92705-2144 

 
Charter Date: April 20, 1958 
 
Affiliations: hCalifornia Federation of  
  Mineralogical Societies 
 hAmerican Federation of  
  Mineralogical Societies 

President 
Norbert  
Bernhardt 

714-734-9665 

1st V.P. 
(Programs) 

Jim Peterson 714-633-7573 

2nd V.P.  
(Field Trips) 

Steve Duncan 714-724-7102 

Director Keith Droste 714-563-5063 

Secretary Kathy Clark 714-639-9927 

Treasurer Pat Lynch 714-829-4737 

Federation  
Delegate 

Virgil Talbott 714-871-7900 

SEARCHERS BOARD 
Officers 

Committee Chairpersons  

Anaheim Arts 

Council 
Margaret Neeley 714-535-2030 

Editor Kathy Clark 714-639-9927 

Historian Beth Pelfrey 714-774-2754 

Hospitality Lorri Renck 714-397-3584 

Librarian     

Membership Glenn Benedict 714-573-1424 

Monthly     
Drawing 

Skip & Connie 
Cone 

714-827-8675 

Phone Tree Audrey Nichols 714-971-6789 

Phone Tree 
Asst. 1 

Sharon & Robert 
Burson 

562-860-5938 

Phone Tree 
Asst. 2 

Karen Martinez 562-423-2832 

2009 Show 
Chairman Jim Williamson 714-995-9080 

Show Co-Chair Larry Richey 714-846-3573 

Sunshine     

Veterans’     
Coordinator 

Larry Richey 714-846-3573 

Webmaster Gary Grayson 714-593-6488 

Workshop Herb Beckman 714-778-1496 

Rock’n  Kids Ana Lorenzo 714-734-9665 

Sponsored by:  

 Anaheim Arts Council 
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ROCK’N KIDS NEWSROCK’N KIDS NEWSROCK’N KIDS NEWSROCK’N KIDS NEWS    
by Ana Lorenzoby Ana Lorenzoby Ana Lorenzoby Ana Lorenzo    

    
Our picnic was fun!  The winner of the gem identification was Lauren Benedict. 

 

August 8th we will be having the second class to finish polishing the 
cabs that we started. 

Our class will be at the workshop at 4pm. 
 

We will also have a class on making a pearl pendant. 
 

RSVP RSVP RSVP RSVP is requested so that I can buy the materials. 
 

Please RSVP by August 2nd to: 
Ana Lorenzo 
714-734-9665 

 

 

AUGUST PROGRAM 
by Jim Peterson 

 
Our August program will be given by Santiago Canyon Professor 
 Lothar Vallot.  Professor Vallot’s presentation will be on gem identifica-
tion (rubies, emeralds, sapphires, etc.).  How to tell if they are real or 
fake.  Professor Vallot teaches the course in the gemology department 
at Santiago Canyon College.  He will be glad to help anyone who is in-
terested in taking the class.   

SUNSHINE REPORT 
by Kathy Clark 

 
Our deepest condolences and heartfelt prayers go out to Ester Reynolds who lost her sister 
last  month. 
 
On a brighter note,  I hope that all you Searchers out there are well and enjoying the summer.  
And don’t forget our August general meeting is Tuesday, August 11.  See you there. 
 
Stay safe and well. 
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AUGUST EVENTS 
Date   Time  Event 
 
6,13,20,27  6-10pm Thursday Workshop (lapidary, wire wrapping) 
1,8,15,22,29  3-7pm  Saturday Workshop (lapidary, silversmithing) 
 
     
8   4pm  Rock’N Kids @ the Workshop to finish cabs 
   
11   7pm  August General Meeting 
12   7pm  Board Meeting @ Norbert’s 
 
Aug. 29—Sept. 7   CFMS New Mexico Field Trip (info on following pages) 
 

    SEPTEMBER EVENTS 
Date   Time  Event  
 
3,10,17,24  6-10pm Thursday Workshop (lapidary, wire wrapping) 
5,12,19,26  3-7pm  Saturday Workshop (lapidary, silversmithing) 
 
8   7pm  September General Meeting 
 
     NO SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING 
 
18-20      Field Trip to Jalama Beach area, above Santa Barbara 

 
For a complete listing of Gem & Mineral Shows go to www.cfmsinc.org, 
www.rockngem.com and www.gemfaire.com.  And don’t forget the Route 66 Gold Min-
ers at www.route66goldminers.org and the GPAA at www.goldprospectors.com. 

Happy Birthday to all those Searchers’ members who celebrate their birthdays in  

August!!!                      

 
There are no Searcher field trips scheduled for 

August. 
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SEPTEMBER FIELD TRIP 
Jalama Beach, September 18-20, 2009 

by Steve Duncan 
 
 
The September field trip will be led by Beth Pelfrey on September 19th and 20th to Jalama 
Beach area, above Santa Barbara.  At Jalama Beach we will be collecting Agate, Jasper, Petri-
fied Whale Bone, Travertine Onyx, and marine fossils.  We collect Jalama Beach on Saturday, 
the 19th; Sunday, the 20th we will probably collect at a different location in the area still TBD.  
There is an $8/vehicle fee at Jalama; we can carpool from camp to minimize cost. 
 
At Jalama Beach you will need sunscreen, a hat, something to carry your finds in (backpack?), a 
rock pick and a spray bottle.  We will not be returning to camp for lunch so bring a lunch and 
plenty to drink.  There is a café at Jalama Beach. 
 
Camping at Jalama is close to impossible, requiring either signing up to a list in the early AM and 
then returning in the afternoon to see if you have a site, or else reserving group sites 6 months in 
advance.  So we will be camping at a city campground in Lompoc, about 20 miles from Jalama 
Beach.  We understand it to be a nice campground, and the lady at the city is being very coop-
erative with us.  There are fire pits and we should be able to have a campfire to compliment our 
Saturda night potluck dinner.  There is a charge of $5/night/vehicle at  the campground.  If you 
want a site with hookups it is $10 a night.  We need to reserve these sites before the trip so I 
need you to let me know if you plan to be there, whether you plan to be there Friday night, Satur-
day night, or both, and if you need hookups.  Please email me at wsd@iteris.com to let me know 
if you will be camping with us (or call me at 714-724-7102).  I will contact you again closer to the  
trip to ensure that you are still planning to go.  We will need everyone who plans to attend to let 
me know by the end of August please. 
 
There are motels in Lompoc for people who do not want to camp. 
 
Trips will leave at 0900 on Saturday for Jalama Beach, and 0830 on Sunday. 
 
Hopefully you can join us; the club used to collect regularly at Jalama Beach, but hasn’t been 
there for a long time.  We expect an interesting trip, and if it is very successful we may try to re-
serve a group campsite for next summer. 
 
More details, including maps will be available in the September SLAB, as well as online closer to 
the trip. 

MAY FIELD TRIP REPORT 
by Steve Duncan 

 
This trip report is late, and I’m working from what’s left of my memory, so be gentle if I make any 
mistakes.  The May trip was on May 9th and 10th to the Cadiz/Siam Siding area.  There was a 
good turnout of 10 or more people each day, including some first timers.  This is inspite of the fact 
that the temperature was well over 100.    
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MAY FIELD TRIP REPORT (continued) 
 
This trip was one that again proved that with the knowledge, skills and experience that club mem-
bers have (and are willing to share) that good collecting can be done where others might fail. 
 
Case in point—trilobite collecting at Cadiz.  Years ago (in my pre-Searcher days) this was one of the 
first locations that I ever tried to collect at.  After being lost (or at least very confused) in the desert 
for quite a while (something that still occurs pretty regularly today) my wife and I finally found the 
right location.  And we began to split shale just like the book told us to do.  And after several hours of 
work we had one trilobite the size of a pencil eraser.  Needless to say we were not that excited, and 
decided that the location had been played out.  Our trip this time was led by Robert Burson, who had 
the Searcher knowledge necessary for success.  He had us on the side of the hill, (only a few hun-
dred yards from where I found nothing years before) pulling shale out of seams and everyone in the 
group finding trilobites.  I saw an almost complete trilobite that was probably 5”  across.  I saw plates 
with muliple fossils on a single piece of shale.  I saw several different types of trilobites, which we 
could identify from the handouts that Robert provided.  To sum it up:  this trip, aided with Searcher 
knowledge, was an excellent trip, where as my previous one on my own was pretty much a failure. 
 
Case in point—Siam Siding chapenite collecting.  A few years ago my wife and I and our friends 
Cary and Wei went out to Siam Siding to explore.  After being lost for a while (as usual) we found 
the location.  The site looked like the moon there were so many craters from previous diggings.  Not 
having a good plan I just began extending an existing hole, and after digging for an hour or two, and 
finding nothing I finally found a piece of chapenite the size of a brick.  And it was beautiful material, 
and cut and polished well.  So I was excited to go back.  On this trip we returned, and since I knew 
that last time I had found something by extending a hole, I again began to extend a hole.  No luck.  It 
looks like we don’t know how to collect Siam Siding after all.  Or maybe it is played out?  So on Sun-
day we changed plans and went to Lavic Siding, and everyone found some nice jasper. 
 
What about Searcher experience you ask?  Well, as we were preparing to convoy to Lavic Siding 
Herb Beckman and Keith Droste arrived.  And Herb was committed to going to Siam Siding, even 
though we told him our news.  So they went to Siam Siding.  And Herb took some Searcher knowl-
edge with him in the form of a thin metal probe.  And instead of digging big holes in the hot sun, he 
probed.  And in the course of a couple of hours found about 5 pieces of chapenite.  This is more 
than a half dozen of us had found in two different afternoons of hard labor.  Searcher knowledge. 
 
We are planning a winter return trip to Cadiz for more trilobites and chapenite.  Because these are 
good collecting sites.  And we have Searcher Knowledge. 

The following 2 pages contain information about the CFMS field trip to 
Apache Creek, New Mexico. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 

Francisco Torres 

Technology Consultant 

American Prestige Technology Consultant 

(323) 472-6738 

torresfranciscojavier@yahoo.com 

http://americanprestige.speechphonedirect.com 

9366 Telegraph Road 

Downey California 90241 

When we help one another everybody wins 
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The Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.The Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.The Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.The Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.    
P.O. Box 3492  Anaheim, California 92803 

www.searchersrocks.org 
    

Membership Application 

PLEASE PRINT 
Date ________________ 

Name  (1):______________________________________________________________________   

Name  (2) ______________________________________________________________________    

Jr. Member   (1)   ________________________________________________________________ 

                      (2)   ________________________________________________________________ 

                      (3)   ________________________________________________________________ 

                      (4)   ________________________________________________________________ 

Address   _______________________________________________________________________ 

City   ______________________________________ State_____________ Zip _______________ 

E-Mail     _______________________________________________________________________  

Phone #  ___________________________Occupation___________________________________ 

Please indicate your field of interest by checking any/all of the following:  

Mineralogy (  )   Geology (  )    Paleontology (  )   Lapidary/Workshops (  )   Field Trips (  )    
  

Other (  ) _______________________________________________________ 

How did you become aware of the Searchers?    Friend/Relative (  )    Member (  )   Internet (  )      

Other (  ) _______________________________________________________ 

The Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. is a non-profit organization and we rely upon volunteers within 
our club to serve on our committees as well as our board members. This field is optional and only serves as 
future information. Making a checkmark in any area in no way obligates you to  
volunteer or serve in any of the positions or on any of its committees.   
 

Please mark any/all fields you may be interested in, or have a special expertise in: 
 

Anaheim Arts Council (  )   Club Historian (  )   Librarian (  )   Webmaster (  ) 

Phone Comm. (  )    Membership Chairman (  )   Monthly Drawings (  )    

Newsletter Editor (  )    Sunshine (  )    Hospitality (  )    Annual Show (  )   

Veteran’s Workshop (  )   Silent Auction ( )   Rock’N’Kids (  )    Workshop (  )   
 

Annual Dues: Individual: $25  Couple: $35 Junior Members (17 & under) : $10 
Valid Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, not prorated.  Subject to change. 

 

Please make Check payable to: “The Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.” 
                          

mail to:    Glenn Benedict 
Membership Chairman 
1202 Skyline Drive 
North Tustin, CA  92705 
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Kathy Clark, Editor 
18661 Silver Maple Way 
North Tustin, CA 92705-2144 
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