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P O I N T S  O F  I N T E R E S T  

FIELD TRIPS  

GENERAL MEETING  

SPEAKERS 

Hello Searchers and Visitors!  

²Ƙƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
of rain?  Tough luck. 

Kim and Charlotte will be making centerpieces for the December dinner event.  If you would like to 
join them please contact them at the November meeting.  We are also seeking suggestions on how to 
make the dinner/gift exchange more entertaining. 

Speaking of the gift exchange, please limit your gift to about $10 and please let it be in some way rock-
hound related. 

Reminder: Our Jewel Tunnel invitation is for Saturday11/21/15.  Their prices are typically 50% off retail 
and sometimes more. 

²ƻǊƪ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ŀǇŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ƻǊ WŜƴƴȅΦ  ²Ŝ 
want your best pictures of your BEST STUFF (slabs, cabs, jewelry, spheres, and other lapidary art).  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ 
Searchers permission to use your photo. 

We are still looking for nominees to be the recipient of our annual $500 student scholarship.  Some of 
the qualifications are that the recipient be an Orange County resident, that they shall be attending 
college/university in the year of the award (2015) and that they have an interest or intent to study 
geology or a related earth science.  The application is available on the website and, once filled out, 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ th .ƻȄΦ 

Remember that the pie/dessert meeting, as well as elections, takes place this month.  You want to be 
there.  Non-ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΗ  LǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ  όDƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘȅ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ-vampire HAHAHAHAHA!!!) 

Jay Erb  President, Searchers Gem and Mineral Society 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ wƻŎƪƘƻǳƴŘ !ŎǘƛǾƛǎǘΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ΨwƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ȅƻǳ 
love. 

 

Its Pie time this month. Bring your hunger and have some fun. 
Page 3. 

 

 

It is getting to be that time to plan 
for the annual Christmas party.  

 See page 6. 
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For field trip 

information 

contact: Robert 

Burson V.P. Field 

Trips, Searchers 

Gem and Mineral 

Society, 

bursonrocks@veriz

on.net 

T H E  R O C K  S L A B  N E W S  

Field Trips 
DATE LEADER LOCATION STATUS 

11-14,15 2015 Robert Burson Chuckwalla Mountains planned 

    

    

    

Field Trip Chuckwalla Springs 
 November 14-15,  2015 

 There will be a field trip on November 14, 15  to Chuckwalla Springs 
(between Desert Center/Blythe).  The trip will be led by Searchers Robert 
Burson.  We will be collecting agates (plume, moss, fortification, and 
banded), and Jaspers of many colors.  Sagenite is found here too.  There 
are also agate filed geodes and amygdules. 
 The camp will be accessible by RVs and cars, although the last stretch of 
the road  may  need to be driven carefully.  This will be a dry camp, bring 
what you need.  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǎǳƴǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘǎΣ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ  It could be hot during the day and cold 
at night.  Gas and simple supplies are available at Chiriaco Summit, Blythe has anything you could need, 
including motels.  We will be having our traditional potluck on Sat night, so bring something good to 
share.  Telling tall tales around the campfire is also on the agenda. 
 We will leave the camp every day at 0830, a high clearance vehicle will be necessary to reach the col-
lecting sites.  We will carpool as required.  You will want to take lunch.  Standard rock tools should suf-
fice, rock pick and spray bottle.  You may want a small sledge and 
gad. 
 
 Directions: 
Take 91 freeway East to the 60 South.  In Indio take 10 East travel 
to first exit past Desert Center.   Take Corn Springs exit , which is 
9.3 miles east of Desert Center.  Take the old highway east 13.2 
miles to Graham Pass Road.  Turn right and go south for 5.9 miles 
to the Chuckwalla Springs Rd, there should be a sign here.  We will 

put out some Searchers signs 
to help you find your way.  Without traffic it is about 3 hours and 20 
minutes from Anaheim to the freeway turn off.   
 If you have any questions about the trip feel free to contact Robert 
at 562 706 4892 or Steve Duncan at 714 724 7102, or 
wsd@iteris.com. P.S. rooms in Bythe are usually reasonable if you 
shop around ahead of time. There will be  an option, Saturday night 
to visit Sizzler in Bythe, This is usually the better than average food 
selection.  
THANKS HOPE YOU CAN MAKE IT THERE. Robert. 

Field trip status 
 
Although we try not to, occasionally we need to change or cancel a field trip.  When we do we always 
send an email blast, and we try to talk about it in the monthly meeting if possible.  Most importantly we 
update the News Flash section on the front page of the website.  Please check the News Flash section of 
our website before you leave on any field trip to avoid any surprises. 
 

mailto:wsd@iteris.com
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Club Meeting Activity 
DATE PRESENTER SUBJECT 

11-2015 none Pie Party and Cabinet Member Elections  

12-2015 No meeting Christmas Party 

   

 

From the Show Committee: 

Do you have walkie-talkies? The Show Committee would like to borrow 3 pairs of walkie-talkies for the show weekend. We think 
this would help us provide better security and coverage of the show. 

Please contact Margaret if you can help. hogarth.m@gmail.com 

Contribute your best rock images to the Searchers calendar! 

Please email your best rock images to searchers.calendar@gmail.com 

Please include your name, contact information, and information about the image. 

Searchers hopes to offer calendars at our show. 

Questions? Please contact Margaret hogarth.m@gmail.com 
 

Thank you,  

Margaret 

hogarth.m@gmail.com 

909-815-3045 
 

 

Searchers Show information 

November Pie Time and Cabinet Member Elections  

Description: We will be electing our new cabinet members for the year 2016. New faces, returning 

ones, and repeat position holders are all welcomed. Also, as the topic title suggests, please bring pies, 

so that we all can have some fun and enjoy sharing pie on our last official monthly meeting of the year. 

mailto:hogarth.m@gmail.com
mailto:searchers.calendar@gmail.com
mailto:hogarth.m@gmail.com
mailto:hogarth.m@gmail.com
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 Upcoming 2015 CFMS Gem Shows 

T H E  R O C K  S L A B  N E W S  

2015 
November 7 - 8: ANAHEIM, CA American 
Opal Society The Phoenix Club1340 South 
Sanderson Avenue Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 
5Contact: Veronica Purpura, (714) 501-
9959Email:  info@opalsociety.orgWebsite:  
www.opalsociety.org/ 

November 7 - 8: RIDGECREST, CA Indian 
Wells Gem & Mineral Society Desert Empire 
Fairgrounds520 South Richmond Road 
Hours: 8 - 5 daily Contact: John DeRosa, 
(760) 375-7905Email:  
jfrocks@dslextreme.com 

November 21 - 22: APPLE VALLEY, CA Valley 
Gem Gem & Mineral Club Victor Valley Mu-
seum11873 Apple Valley Road (x Bear Valley 
Rd.)Hours: Sat 9 - 5; Sun 9 - 3Contact: Cyndy 
Mandell, 760.508.1080, 760.508.1080Email:  
cynmandell@me.comWebsite: 
www.vvgmc.org 
 
December 5 - 6: BARSTOW, CA Mojave De-
sert Gem & Mineral Society Cora Harper 
Community Center841 S. Barstow Road 
Hours: 10 - 5 daily Contact: Danny Watts, 
(760) 373-1309Email:  
dvwatts@msn.comWebsite:  
www.mdgms.net 

December 5 - 6: LAKESIDE, CA El Cajon Valley 
Gem & Mineral Society Lakeside Rodeo 
Grounds12584 Mapleview Street Hours: Sat 
9 - 5; Sun 9 - 4Mary Ness, (619) 449-
0759Email:  ecvgms@gmail.comWebsite:  
www.ecvgms.com 

December 12 - 13: RIALTO, CA Orange 
Belt Mineralogical Society Across Street 
from Rialto City Hall105 South Palm 
Avenue Hours: Sat 9 - Dusk daily Con-
tact: Jessica Pierson, (909) 381-
0089Website:  http://
OBMSrocks.yolasite.com 

2016 

JANUARY 

January 16 - 17: EXETER, CA Tule Gem & 
Mineral Society, Visalia Exeter Veterans' 
Memorial Building324 N. Kaweah Ave-
nue Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4Contact: 
Margaret Buchmann, (559) 799-
6034Email:  Margaret-
bu03@gmail.comWebsite:  
www.tulegem.com 

FEBRUARY 

February 12 - 21: INDIO, CA San Gorgo-
nio Mineral & Gem Society Riverside 
County Fair & National Date Festival82-
503 Highway 111Hours: 10 - 10 daily 
Contact: Bert Grisham, (915) 849-
1674Email:  bert67@verizon.net 

February 20 - 21: ANTIOCH, CA Antioch 
Gem Club Contra Costa County Fair-
grounds1201 West 10th Street Hours: 
10 - 5 daily Contact: Brenda Miguel, 
(925) 301-6957Email:  
brenda.miguel@yahoo.comWebsite:  
www.antiochlapidaryclub.com 

MARCH 

February 27 - 28: VALLEJO, CA Vallejo Gem & 
Mineral Society Solano County Fairgrounds, Mc 
Cormack Hall900 Fairgrounds Drive Hours: 10 - 5 
daily Contact: Dan Wolke, 707 334-2950Email:  
dncwolke@sbcglobal.netWebsite:  
www.vjgems.org 

March 4 - 6: NEWARK, CA Mineral & Gem Society 
of Castro Valley Newark Pavilion 6430 Thornton 
Avenue Hours: Fri & Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5Con-
tact: Cathy Miller, (510) 887-9007Email: show-
chair@mgscv.orgWebsite:  www.mgscv.org 

March 5 - 6: ARCADIA, CA Monrovia Rockhounds 
Los Angeles Arboretum-Ayres Hall301 Baldwin 
Avenue Hours: 9:00 - 4:30 daily Contact: Jo Anna 
Ritchey, (626) 358-1624, Email: joan-
naritchey@gmail.comWebsite:  
www.Moroks.com 

March 12 - 13: SPRECKELS, CA, Spreckel's Veter-
ans Hall5th & Llano Streets Hours: 10 - 5 daily 
Contact: Karin Salomon, (831) 375-5233Email:  
kcbakes27@yahoo.comWebsite:  
www.salinasrockandgem.com 

March 5 - 6: VENTURA, CA Ventura Gem & Min-
eral Society Ventura County Fairgrounds10 West 
Harbor Blvd. Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4Contact: 
Show Chair, (805) 312-8467Email:  
info@VGMS.orgWebsite:  www.vgms.org 

November Birthstone - Topaz 

For a more 
complete 
listing of 
shows go 
to web-
site:  

www.cfms
inc.org 

  

 

 

 Topaz is a gemstone available in a rich rainbow of colors. Prized for several thousand years in antiquity, 
all yellow gems in antiquity were called topaz. Often confused with citrine quartz (yellow) and smoky 
quartz (brown), quartz and topaz are separate and unrelated mineral species. The most prized color of 
topaz is called Imperial topaz after the Russian Czars of the 1800s and features a magnificent orange 
body color with pinkish undertones. Topaz also comes in yellow, pink, purple, orange, and the many 
popular blue tones.     https://www.americangemsociety.org/november-birthstones 

Most authorities agree that the name topaz comes from Topazios, the old Greek name for a small island 
in the Red Sea, now called Zabargad. (The island never produced topaz, but it was once a source of peri-
dot, which was confused with topaz before the development of modern mineralogy.) Some scholars 

ǘǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ŀƴǎƪǊƛǘ όŀƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻǇŀǎ ƻǊ ǘŀǇŀȊΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άŦƛǊŜΦέ 

 History: The ancient Greeks believed that topaz gave them strength. In Europe during the Renaissance (the pe-
riod from the 1300s to the 1600s) people thought that topaz could break magic spells and dispel anger. For centu-
ries, many people in India have believed that topaz worn above the heart assures long life, beauty, and intelli-
gence.   

 The name for imperial topaz originated in nineteenth-century Russia. At the time, the Ural Mountains were to-
ǇŀȊΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƴƪ ƎŜƳǎǘƻƴŜ ƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŎȊŀǊΦ hǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
gem was restricted to the royal family.  http://www.gia.edu/topaz-history-lore 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
https://www.americangemsociety.org/november-birthstones
http://www.gia.edu/topaz-history-lore


 

Jewel Tunnel Imports 
An invitation for the members and friends of the 

Searchers Gem and Mineral Society to attend an open house at 
Jewel Tunnel Imports 

Saturday November 21, 2015 - 10 AM to 4PM 
 
 

13100 Spring St., Baldwin Park, CA 91706, 626-814-2257 
Starving students and other will be fed. Unattended children will be 

sold as slaves. 
Map also available at http://www.jeweltunnel.com 

 

Jewel Tunnel Imports is a leading wholesale distributor of mineral 
specimens, crystals, fossils, tumbled stones and many different kinds 
of lapidary items like balls, eggs, jewelry etc. made from different 
minerals. We have a warehouse in excess of 10,000 sq. feet full of 
mineral related natural history items, perhaps the largest of its kind 
in the United States. Check out our website jeweltunnel.com. 
  
Historically Jewel Tunnel Imports has had limited open house parties 
for mineralogically and geologically oriented groups such as the stu-
dents and faculty of various university geology departments and 
members of certain gem and mineral societies. These open houses, 
by invitation only, on a few weekends just proceeding Christmas, 
offer a chance for individuals belonging to these groups to buy min-
erals and crystals at wholesale prices and to learn something about 
the wholesale gem and mineral business 
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Other Local Upcoming Field Trips 
2015 MULTI-CLUB FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE Expanded and current information for these collecting opportunities will be 
published in the Bulletin for the particular month. As always, you should to contact the field trip leader ahead of time 
because: 1. Sometimes field trips are canceled or changed for various reasons including inclement weather or areas be-
ƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ нΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŎŀƳǇ ǎƛǘŜ 
was moved until too late. Distributed to the representatives of the Delvers ς Long Beach ς North Orange County ς Pasa-
dena ς Whittier ς Searchers Gem - Monrovia Rockhounds Mineral and Lapidary Clubs For up-to-date information on 
these field trips and how to join the trip please ǎŜŜ YŜǾƛƴ 5ƻǊŀƴΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ WƻŜ DƻŜǘȊ ŀǘ όснсύ-
622-9420. 

  

 NOV 7-8: WHITTIER CLAIM AREA - Barstow for honey onyx, agate, jasper, palm root. 

 NOV 27-29: THANKSGIVING TRIP - Owens Valley or Afton Canyon. 

 DEC 12: SALTON SEA - YUHA Fossil Beds, Tour Geothermal Power Plant, Mud Volcano Field. 

 JAN 24-25: QUARTZSITE ARIZONA 

http://www.jeweltunnel.com/
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{ŜŀǊŎƘŜǊΩǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ 
aƛƳƛΩǎ /ŀŦŞ   5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ рǘƘ нлмр ŀǘ с tΦ aΦ 

1240 N. Euclid St, Anaheim, CA  

Price $20 

QuestionsΥ ±ŜǊƻƴƛŎŀΩǎ ŎŜƭƭ І όтмпύ рлм-9959 or return email (angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com)  

Checks made out toΥ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘŜǊΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ƻǊ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘŜǊΩǎ DŜƳ ŀƴŘ aƛƴŜǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 

Cash or Check payments need to be sent to: P.O. Box 3492, Anaheim, CA 92803 

Deadline for payments and sign-up needs to be no later than: Monday November 30th 

Gift exchange: only those who bring a wrapped gift may participate in 

the gift exchange (minimum $10 or more value) 

Soups and Salads: All entrees comes with a choice of Caesar salad or a 

cup of soup. The Dinner entrée of the Blue Cheese & Walnut Salad can 

come with a fresh baked muffin as your side if you want it. 

Dinner Choices: Pot Roast, Roasted Turkey Dinner, Fish or Blue Cheese 

& Walnut Salad 

Desserts Options: Chocolate Mousse, Petite Apple Crisp or Petite 

Bread Pudding 

Please respond and RSVP ASAP to secure your spot and payment before the deadline if you wish to attend the banquet. 

You do not have to indicate your whole dinner selection (just the entrée choice is fine; although you may indicate the 

rest if you wish).  

Members must pay for their own drinks if non-standard (Searcher's 

only pays for basic like water, soda, ice tea and such). Alcoholic 

drinks and others the individual members pays for themselves. 

(Searcher's takes care of taxes, basic drinks, and tip on the check. 

mailto:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com

