Multi-club Field Trip

Sperry Wash/Baker

                                                                      February 20 & 21, 2016
NEWS FLASH- 91 FREEWAY CLOSED FROM 9PM FRIDAY FEB 19 TO 4 AM SUNDAY FEB 21
Plan accordingly
Approximate distance from the Anaheim area is 170 miles to (Baker).  Travel time approximately 3.5 hours.  Saturday we will rally in Baker at the Denny’s parking lot at 8:30 a.m.  We will wait until 9:00 for all to show up.  At 9:00 we leave on Hwy 127 north bound.  This is the south entrance to Death Valley.  
The campsite is ~50 miles north on 127.  To reach the campsite you will turn left near the Zabriskie station ruins, which are about 1.7 miles north of Old Spanish Trail (see the map).  Look for club markers at the turn off (left side).  This is a dry camp, so bring what you need, including a little firewood for the group, and something wonderful to share at the Saturday night potluck.  For people that reach camp on Friday you will not need to return to Baker to meet up, the group will pick you up at camp.  While waiting you can spend your time looking for precious opal which can be found at the campsite.  
Collecting Sunday will leave FROM THE CAMPGROUND at 0900.      


Sperry Wash is an incredible outside museum; it contains a tremendous quantity of petrified organic materials.  Petrified woods, palm, cycad, and variety of roots and twigs.  This was riparian environment, probably a glacially fed swamp.  The thicknesses of the materials are in some places ten feet thick.  Colors of material are gray, orange, red, and pink.  To the south end our collecting area is the Amagosa River.  There are pools here that are deep enough to cool off in (for the hearty).  Of course you will have to share the water with tadpoles and pupfish, but this can be very delightful on a warm day.  The road in to the south end of Sperry Wash is challenging as well as scenic.  It is hard to imagine that this was once a paved road in the 30s.  Ruins of mining operations and camping during the depression consisted many of the man made sights.  Those looking for gold and silver settled for borates, talc and gypsum. It is best to enter the canyon from the east side. Road conditions are variable, high clearance is a must. 
This is an environmentally sensitive area.  No driving is permitted off road because of its Wilderness status.  Walking is required.  I suggest you wear good walking shoes, and bring a backpack with the necessary provisions, rock pick, spray bottle, hat, sunscreen, sunglasses, snacks and plenty of water.  There are no restroom facilities in this area.  This area is bad land topography.  This area resembles many areas of the southwest where petrified wood is found.  One collecting location on the old Spanish trail is a Cambrian Trilobite location, which is a reasonable deposit for really old fossils. These bugs are about the same age as the Marble Mountain trilobites, Cambrian.    Geological note: the Dumont Sand Dunes are not only fairly spectacular but they are composed of white gypsum, which makes this a rare feature.  Nearby China Ranch is an oasis date farm which will be on the docket. Try the cookies and date shakes, a tasty choice. There is also the possibility of a trip to the hot springs for those that are interested, feels great on those sore muscles.  This truly has the characteristics of a great field trip, I hope you will find this a fascinating area.  Other collecting areas in the area are Tecopa Hot Springs for fire opal reeds (somewhat rare but worth it), Kingston Mountain for amethyst, Halloran Springs for turquoise, but these will be for another trip.  
Please check the website before you leave on the trip for any last minute changes.  
Accommodations:
Bun Boy Motel

72130 Baker Blvd. 

Baker, CA

760-733-4363
Holiday Inn Express

430 Main Strret 

Baker, Ca 

Hotel Front Desk 1-225-771-1123

Will's Fargo Motel 

72252 Baker Blvd.

Baker, Ca 

760-733-4477

Tecopa Hot Spings Resort
860 Tecopa, Ca. 92389

E-mail tecopahotspring.org 
760 8534420
If you need additional information feel free to call Robert and Sharon Burson at 562-706 4892
Trip can be subject to weather factors, please enquire if trip is in question
