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The President’s Message
Hello fellow Searchers

April Meeting April 16th
Show and Tell Night– Bring your STUFF
Due to maintenance at the Downtown Anaheim Community Center, the April membership meeting
will be held on Monday April 16 at the usual time (7pm). Also due to this scheduled maintenance, the
shop will not be open on Thursday the 5th, Saturday the 7th, and Thursday the 12th.
The April 3rd board meeting will has been moved to the Brookhurst Community Center.
Please make every effort to attend the April 16th membership meeting and sign up for the Searchers
Show. We still need show volunteers for May 4th through the 6th. Working the show is easy, rewarding
and fun. None of the jobs are full-time leaving plenty of time to browse the vendor booths and enjoy
all that the show has to offer.
What if rocks are actually soft but tense up when we touch
them?
Author unknown (Seen on the internet)

Shows

Q: Why was the sedimentary rock extra cheap?
A: Because it was on shale.
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FIELD TRIPS
GENERAL MEETING
SPEAKERS

Doug Flaugh
President

NOTE: We are looking for a volunteer door greeter for the monthly membership meetings. It
is an easy but important job. Anyone willing to step up and take over this position can see me
or Heather at the next meeting.

___________________________________________________________
Please remember to bring a rock or slab for the Veterans!
Note: We just discovered that the VA lapidary shop has a faceting machine and
now has someone available to teach them. Any faceting rough you could donate
would be a great treat for them.

__________________________________________________________
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Field Trips

For field trip

DATE

LEADER

LOCATION

STATUS

4-2018

Steve Duncan

Trilobites

planned

contact: Matt

Searchers Field Trip April 28 - 29 2018
Cadiz Trilobites & Siam Siding Chapenite

Buchanan V.P.

The Searchers are going to Cadiz to collect trilobite fossils, and to Siam Siding to collect Chapenite.

Field Trips,

Saturday’s departure is 0830 from the camp. Saturday we will collect Trilobites, the collecting is not far
from the camp (camp directions below). There are 2 collecting sites, the first one is on a steep shale hill,
it is a tough walk up to the collecting areas. Once there you will find large holes created by other collectors, the easy collecting is to work through the “tailings” from these holes. You just split pieces of shale
and look for the trilobite fossils (really imprints). You can use a paint scraper and your rock pick to split
them, or if you are lazy like me just smack the piece with the side of your rock pick and it will split. For
the more serious workers, you can use small picks and shovels to enlarge an existing hole. For safety be
sure to remove overburden, do not work under it. As you enlarge the hole, you want to keep looking for
fossils in what you remove. Once you find the band of shale that holds fossils you should try to follow
that band. You might want to bring some tissue or bubble wrap to hold your specimens on the way back
down the hill, and on the way home. Getting to the base of the hill is a short 4x4 only drive, but non4x4s can park at the bottom, and a 10 minute walk gets you to the bottom of the hill. Going up the hill is
another 10-15 minute walk for everyone. This part is somewhat hard, going up the steep shale hill. It
can also be very hot on the hill if it is sunny, some sort of shade is advisable, and I bring a large umbrella.

information

Searchers Gem and
Mineral Society,
mattdbuchanan@g
mail.com

If my friend Jimmy Peterson is able to join us on the trip, we can also check out a place much lower
down that yielded some nice fossils for him. I do not yet know where this location is.
If Robert Burson is able to join us on the trip, he is very knowledgeable about trilobites and can identify
the various types etc.
We will have our traditional potluck and fire on Saturday night. The potluck will be at 6:30 PM
Sunday’s departure is 0800 from the camp. Sunday we will collect at Siam Siding for Chapenite. Chapenite is a porcelain jasper (very fine grain) in pastel colors, which cuts well and takes a beautiful shine.
We will drive dirt roads to get to the location; passenger cars should be ok if driven carefully. I have decided that I know how to make Siam Siding produce and here is how: You need to dig big holes (in soft
sand). This is best done by grouping into small teams. Some shovels will be needed. I find it best to
have one person digging while the others help move sand away and rest. This is soft sand so you will
find that what you have dug out has a tendency to slide back into the hole. Therefore, you need to
move it a little bit away. In the beginning a small tarp or blanket works, the person in the hole shovels
onto the tarp, and some of the helpers then drag it away and “dump” it away from the hole. Later when
the hole gets deeper 5-gallon buckets can be filled in the hole, then handed out of the hole, and again
dumped elsewhere. The digger should just dig for a few minutes and then trade off so that he stays
fresh to dig again later. You need to keep your hole wide enough that you are not at risk should the
walls cave in. During our last trip, Marcia and I paired up with Cary and Wei. We dug a big hole. We
found a few fist-sized pieces, and a few double fist sized pieces. After I slabbed them I expect Cary and I
got more than 10 slabs each. And the material is beautiful fine grained jasper with nice colors and patterns, and not many cracks. Sweet! We will leave camp at 0800 on Sunday.
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Field trip continued
Limited supplies and gas are available at Amboy (~8 miles from camp?).
There is also a small motel there, which may or may not be open; there is
a motel in Ludlow, which is a bit further away.
Remember to dress in layers, you will still want sunscreen and lots of liquid.
Google maps say 3.5 hours from Orange to Chambless (right next to
Cadiz).
If you have any questions call me at 714 724 7102, or email me at
wsd@iteris.com
Directions from Orange County to camp:
Take 15 North to Barstow, then 40 East to Ludlow. Exit Ludlow, right at the bottom of the exit, then left at the stop onto
Nat’l Trails Hwy (old route 66). Go East on Nat’l Trails Hwy past Amboy (this is the last gas and supply stop) to Chambless,
turn right on Cadiz Rd. Cadiz Rd goes straight southeast for ~3 miles, and then bends sharply to the left. It goes a little less
than a mile, and then turns right and crosses the tracks. DO NOT cross the tracks. You will turn left off Cadiz Rd onto a dirt
road about a hundred yards before the turn towards the tracks. Camp is ahead a ¼ mile, closer to the base of the hills.
There should be Searcher signs at the turn off, and at camp. You should be able to see the vehicles at camp from the
paved road.

CLUB Meeting 4-16-2018
Description: With the show a mere week or so away, we wanted to try out something different for this meeting, especially since it differs in time due to building maintenance. The member suggested idea for “Show, Tell and Sell”, where
members can bring their personal items/collection to, well, show and tell or even sell (or trade if you wish). This will give
everyone a great chance to mix and mingle with their fellow members, see what they collect and maybe make a deal. It’s a
fun, social gathering.

Club Meeting Activity
DATE

PRESENTER

SUBJECT

4-10-18

None

Show, Tell or Sell

5-8-2018

Linda Queally

“Amber”

6-12-1018

Jim Bowden

“Wacky Ways to Rock hound”
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Upcoming 2018 CFMS Gem Shows
APRIL

For a more
complete
listing of
shows go
to website:
www.cfms
inc.org

April 6, 7 & 8: VISTA, CA
Vista Gem & Mineral Society
Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum
2040 North Santa Fe Avenue
Hours: 9 - 5 daily
Contact: Kelly Hickman, (760) 622-6501
Email: kellyahickman@hotmail.com
Website: www.vistarocks.org

April 28 - 29: RENO, NV
Reno Gem & Mineral Society
Reno Reno/Sparks Livestock Event Center
1350 North Wells Avenue
Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4
Contact: Daniel Ellis, (775) 359-6068
Email: sailondan55@aol.com
Website: www.renorockhounds.com
MAY

April 7 - 8: MARIPOSA, CA
Mariposa Gem & Mineral Society
Mariposa County Fairgrounds
5007 Fairgrounds Road (South of Mariposa
off Hwy 49)
Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4
Contact: Meredith Meehan, (559) 868-3535
Email: mgmc@sti.net
Website: mariposagemclub.org
Show
Page

May 4, 5 & 6: YUCAIPA, CA
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Yucaipa Music & Arts Festival
Yucaipa Blvd and Adams St
Hours: Fri 6 pm - 9 pm; Sat 12 noon - 10 pm,
Sun 12 noon - 7 pm
Contact: Lee Peterson, (909) 794-0731
Email: res09ayd@verizon.net
Website: www.yvgms.org
Show Page

April 21 - 22: PASO ROBLES, CA
Santa Lucia Rock Hounds
Paso Robles Event Center
2198 Riverside Ave.
Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4
Contact: Tina Clark, (805) 305-0246
Email: slrockhounds@gmail.com
Website: slrockhounds.org
Show Page

May 5 - 6: ANAHEIM, CA
Searchers Gem & Mineral Society
Brookhurst Community Center
2271 W. Crescent Avenue
Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4:30
Contact: Margaret Hogarth, (909) 815-3045
Email: hogarth.m@gmail.com
Website: www.searchersrocks.org

April 21 - 22: THOUSAND OAKS, CA
Conejo Gem & Mineral Club
Borchard Park Community Center
190 Reino Road at Borchard Road
Hours: 10 - 5 Saturday; 10 - 4 Sunday
Contact: Chuck Borchart, (805) 551-9946
Email: borchartcme@gmail.com
Website: www.cgamc.org

May 5 - 6: JACKSON, CA
Amador County Gem & Mineral Society
Kennedy Mine
12594 Kennedy Mine Rd (off Hwy 49/88)
Hours: 10 - 4 daily
Contact: Cheryl Smith, (209) 296-4061
Website: www.amadorgemandmineral.org

April 28 - 29: LANCASTER, CA
Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Lancaster High School
44701 - 32nd Street West Hours: 10 - 5
daily
Contact: Susan Chaisson-Walblom, (661)
406-0143

Email: slchaisson@yahoo.com
Website: www.avgem.weebly.com

JUNE
June 8 - 10: LA HABRA, CA
North Orange County Gem & Mineral Society
La Habra Community Center
101 W. La Habra Blvd.
Hours: Fri 5 - 8; Sat & Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Armando Perdoza, (909) 455-6800

Email: forestandsun@yahoo.com
Website: www.nocgms.com

April Birthstone: Diamond
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June 9 - 10: ESCNDIDO, CA
Palomar Gem & Mineral Club
California Center for the Arts, Escondido
340 N. Escondido Blvd.
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Michele Shephard
Email: pgmcshow@palomargem.org
Website: www.palomargem.org
Show Page
June 23 - 24: CULVER CITY, CA
Culver City Rock & Mineral Club
Veterans Memorial Auditorium
4117 Overland Blvd
Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Janice Metz, (310) 850-4398
Email: janicemtz@yahoo.com
Website: www.culvercityrocks.org
Show
Page

AUGUST
August 3 - 5: NIPOMO, CA
Orcutt Mineral Society
Nipomo High School
525 Thompson Avenue
Hours: Fri-Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 -4
Contact: Sylvia Nasholm, (805) 481-0923
Email: sylviandon@cs.com
Website: www.omsinc.org
SEPTEMBER
September 15 - 16: MONTERY, CA
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Monterey County Fairgrounds
2004 Fairgrounds Road
Hours: 10 - 5 daily
Contact: Janis Rovetti, (831) 372-1311
Email: janis12@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.cvgms.org
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Searcher Show May 5th-6th
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Searchers Show Update
Due to the annual center maintenance, the April Searchers Show Meeting will
be Saturday, April 24, 2018, 1-2:30 p.m. We will meet in the Senior Center, at the end of the hallway, past the workshop, through the large wooden
gate. This will be our last meeting before the show.

Our show is coming up on the first weekend of May. Be sure to come to the
general meeting April 16 to sign up to help at the show. We have stations and
jobs for all abilities! If you need to sit, help at the Searchers Sale table, membership, wheel of fortune, grab bags, or
raffle tables. For variety, help in the kitchen, with security, or with the silent auction. Please sign up to help as much as
you can; it takes a lot of people hours to keep our show running well. Our presence at our show is part of what makes
our show so well liked by both vendors and visitors alike.
We need to borrow canopies for the lunch and other outdoor tables. We need baked goods to sell (individual portions,
please, that don't require refrigeration).
If you can, contribute children's and adult prizes, small and large. Anything rock related fits the bill!
Pick up some fliers and distribute them to your friends and local groups. There are fliers in the workshop and at our
meetings. If you need more, be sure to contact me.
Questions? Don't hesitate to call.
Thank you, Margaret Hogarth,
909-815-3045, hogarth.m@gmail.com

Searcher’s Show Needs
Searchers-As I am sure you know the show is approaching, and with it the Silent Auction. In
recent years our Silent Auction has been second to none, and we plan to continue to offer
people a great Silent Auction. This year we are OK as far as volume, so we do not need a bunch of material to be donated by members. What we do need is some very high quality material. If each member would donate 1 piece of high
quality material that would make all the difference. Although, of course, you are welcome to donate more than 1 piece
 of high quality material if you feel like it. So please take this opportunity to support your club, dig deep into your
rock pile, and find something nice. You can bring your donation directly to the show.
Thanks, Steve
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Searchers Gem & Mineral Society
General Information
Check our website for unexpected changes in schedule!
www.searchersrocks.org
General Meetings:

7 PM, 2nd Tuesday of each month, Jan - Nov

Board Meetings:

6PM, 1st Tuesday of each month, Jan - Nov

Workshop:

Thursday, 6 – 10 PM, free wire-wrap class.
Saturday, 3 – 7 PM Free silver-smithing class 1st, 2nd, 3rd Saturdays (schedule
varies).

Location:

Anaheim Downtown Community Center
250 East Center St.
Anaheim, CA 92805

Mailing Address: Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O Box 3492
Anaheim, CA 92803
Website:

www.searchersrocks.org

Membership Dues:

Individual

$25

Couple

$35

Junior (17 & under)

$10

Valid Jan.1-Dec.31,not prorated
Bulletin: Submissions due 3rd Friday of the month via e-mail to: editor@searchersrocks.org.
Bulletin distributed 1st week of each month. Mail exchange bulletins to the editor:
Searchers —Linda Horn Editor
P.O. Pox 3492
Anaheim, Ca. 92803
Charter Date:

April 20, 1958

Affiliations:

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies

Sponsored
by the

Anaheim Arts Council
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PtCreations

2812-B Walnut Ave.
Tustin, Ca 92780 714-904-2181
www.ptcreations.net

THE NEVADA MINERAL & BOOK COMPANY
http://minbooks.net/
342 S. Tustin Street • Orange, CA 92866
Ph. 714-633-1549

15131 Triton Lane #117
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
714-893-6643
www.sccgemology.org
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