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The President’s Message
Hello and Merry Christmas Searchers!
This is a hard President's Message for me to write. Three years ago, I took on
the role of President for the best Gem and Mineral club in So. Cal, if not California. I was honored. A bit overwhelmed by the responsibility, but honored. This past three
years has been an adventure to say the least. I have learned from so many of our seasoned
members, had a hand in some great new accomplishments for the club, and met the best friends
a girl could ask for. I am so grateful to have been given this experience, and will treasure it and
all of you for being so great to work with. Our club is filled with countless wonderful people,
who together make this club what it is. My hope is we will continue to grow, improve our workshop, go on new adventures collecting rocks, but what I hope most is that we continue to expand
our community outreach through the Veterans as well as opportunities in the community as a
whole. I now hand this post over to Jay Erb. He has been part of the Executive Board for 2 years
as Treasurer, and just know he's going to be fantastic. Congratulations Jay!
I wish everyone a wonderful, joyous Christmas filled with moments that give you memories for a
lifetime.
Thank you again for the greatest three years!
Teri Lynn Wheeler

December Birthstone
Tanzanite
Discovered in the late 1960s in Tanzania, and
found exclusively in this tiny area of the world,
tanzanite exhibits a rich violet-blue color for
which the gemstone is treasured; often it is
heat-treated to achieve this color. Colors
range from blue to purple, and tanzanites that
are medium dark in tone, vivid in saturation,
and slightly violet blue command premium
prices. As tanzanite can be less expensive than
sapphire, it often was purchased as an alternative. However, it has increased in popularity
and now is valued more for its own beauty and
brilliance than as a
sapphire
substitute .

Tanzanite

December Birthstone
Turquoise
.The name turquoise, from the French expression
Pierre tourques or Turkish stone, originated in the
thirteenth century and describes one of the oldest
known gemstones. Turquoise varies in color
from greenish blue, through robin's egg-blue, to
sky blue shades and its transparency ranges from
translucent to opaque. Turquoise is plentiful and
is available in a wide range of sizes. It is most often used for beads, cabochons, carvings, and
inlays. Although its popularity fluctuates in fashion, it is a perennial favorite in the American
Southwest.

Turquoise
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Field Trips
DATE

LEADER

LOCATION

STATUS

1-4-2014

Nobert Bernhardt

Laughlin - Squggly Jasper
&Purple rhyolite

Scheduled

2-2014

Robert Burson

Brown Mesa & Castle Butte

Tentative

3-2014

Jim McGeough

Nevada - Agates & Jaspers

Tentative

For a more complete listing of shows go to website:
www.cfmsinc.org , www.motherlodemineralsociety.com/events.html
www.firemountaingems.com, www.southsunproducts.com
www.route66goldminers.org, www.auctionmasters.com

Squiggly Jasper Field Trip

For field trip
information contact:
David Nelson, V.P.
Field Trips, Searchers
Gem and Mineral
Society,

(714) 709-3242
(cell) or
dsnelsondsmorgan@
yahoo.com

Saturday, January 4, 2014
Are you ready to Squiggle?? Our field trip will be to the Laughlin, NV/Bullhead City, AZ area.
This will be a one day field trip. We will be collecting what we call squiggly jasper and also a
yellow/orange/beige/lavender, what I believe to be, rhyolite. We will camp at the AVI Casino
area. The drive is about 4 hours to the AVI from Orange County . For those that want to camp
and have hook-ups, the Searchers campsite will be the KOA Campground at the Avi Casino. If
you want to camp for free, the Avi has a free camping area right next to the AVI.
The collecting area we are going to is probably a 45+min ride from the AVI to the dig site. 4
wheel drive required. Don't have a 4 wheel drive? You will be able to share a ride with
someone.
For those that are looking for a motel or hotel to stay at:
The Avi Casino and Hotel (Room Reservations) 1-800-284-2946
Motels or hotels in Laughlin
Motels in Bullhead City
We will leave from the AVI free campground on Saturday, 9am sharp. This should give those
driving on Saturday a little more time to get there.
Bring rock hammers, a 2-3 lb crack hammer, a pick, gads, a shovel, hiking shoes, hat, lunch
and water. Be prepared for any kind of weather!
Saturday, plan for happy hour at 5pm at the campsite and afterwards dinner at the AVI buffet.
There will be NO field trip on Sunday. Many of us will be heading for Quartzsite and we hope
you can caravan down with us.
Directions from Orange County : Take I-15 towards Barstow, then I-40 east towards Needles,
take the River Road exit #139, go towards Laughlin and then look for the Avi Casino signs.
Meet at free AVI campsite.
Norbert's cell 714-904-2181 or e-mail at nbern@cox.net.
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Field Trip Reports
November 16-17 2013
Siam Siding & Cadiz trilobites, Marble Mountains
We had another great trip, with more than 20 Searchers attending. The weather was
wonderful, the collecting was good, and the companionship was great. Saturday Jimmy
led us into the Marble mountains for some hematite collecting. The same morning
Robert took a group up to the trilobite site. For those of you
who don’t know Robert is Mr. Trilobite, and it is a great thing
to have Robert take you up on the hill and educate you about
trilobite collecting. Sat afternoon the Marble mountain group
did a bit of trilobite digging too, before we all gathered for our
traditional potluck, good food and more than enough. One
treat during the evenings was the family of kit foxes that visited the campground.
Sun AM we went to Siam Siding, and started digging for Chapenite. My new theory of “dig a real big
hole” worked out well as the Duncan/Chang/Hogarth mine yielded almost a 5 gallon bucket full of
Chapenite, and we had a very big hole to show how it was done. Thanks to Tom for the dust masks,
they definitely go on the list of recommended equipment nest time.
So all in all another great Searcher trip. If you are not participating in the field trips you are missing an
important part of the Searcher/rockhound experience, and I encourage everyone to join us in the
future. We plan a full schedule of trips for 2014, and I hope you can join us. I plan publish an article
about field trips so that you folks that have never been can get an idea of what it is all
about.
Regards,
Steve

Club Meeting

Activity

DATE

PRESENTER

SUBJECT

12-7-2013

NONE

Christmas Party at Mimi’s (see page 6)
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DECEMBER 2013
December 13 - 15: SAN BERNARDINO, CA Orange Belt Mineralogical Society Western Regional Little
League Ball Park6707 Little League
Drive Hours: 9 am to Dusk daily
Contact: Ken, (909) 381-0089
Email: kenrd@roadrunner.com
Website: http://
OBMSrocks.yolasite.com
JANUARY 2014
January 18 - 19: EXETER, CA Tule
Gem & Mineral Society, Visalia
Exeter Veterans Memorial Building Highway 65, 324 N Kaweah
Ave. Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 4Contact: Pepper Okada, (559)
733-5842Email: Pepperok@clearwire.netWebsite:
www.tulegem.org
FEBRUARY 2014
February 15 - 24: INDIO, CA San

Gorgonio Mineral & Gem Society, Banning Riverside County
Fair & National Date Festival46350 Arabia Street Hours: 10
- 10 daily Contact: Bert Grisham,
(915) 849-1674, (951) 288-9025
cell Email: bert67@verizon.net
February 21 - 23: NEWARK, CA
Mineral & Gem Society of Castro
Valley Newark Pavilion 6430
Thornton Avenue Hours: Fri &
Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5Contact:
Cathy Miller Email:
info@mgscv.orgWebsite:
www.mgscv.org

December Birthstone Zircon
December has three birthstones
Derived from the Arabic words zar and gun, meaning gold and color, zircon is found in a wide
range of colors such as: blue, yellow, orange, brown, green, colorless, and red (the most prized
color). For many years colorless zircon was used to imitate diamonds. Folk wisdom grants zircon
the power to relieve pain, whet the appetite, protect travelers from disease and injury, to ensure
a warm welcome, and to prevent nightmares guaranteeing a deep, tranquil sleep. Major sources
of zircon are the Chanthaburi area of Thailand, the Palin area of Cambodia, and the southern
part of Vietnam.

T HE

ROCK

SLA B

NEWS

V OLUME

50,

ISSUE

11

P AGE

Comments from the editor:
When Jack and I first joined the searchers, we knew almost nothing about rock collecting, we just filled our yard
with rocks we liked. Everyone in the Searchers club have been great in helping us learn. I am thinking of having
two regular columns in the paper that would help new rockhounds and maybe even have information for the
seasoned. One would be on tips, ideas, techniques used in the shop, similar to the Bench Tips previously in the
paper. The second part would be information for out in the field. It would include how to hunt for rocks, safety,
techniques, tools and also information on the very rocks themselves. If anyone has any ideas they would like to
see in these columns please let me know. It would be great if other members shared their knowledge through
the paper for all those newbie's out there. I am thinking of calling it: In the Shop... and Out In the Field. Any
better ideas I will welcome. Linda - aprilhorse2000@yahoo.com
For Out in the Field here is a little something on Gary Green Jasper from McDermitt. Information was found
on the internet. www.fossilcartel.com

Also known as Larsonite and McDermitt Green Jasper, Gary Green Bog is petrified swamp bog. During the Miocene Age (11-14 million years ago) wood, algae, swamp vegetation, and mud were covered by volcanic ash and
eventually fossilized by silica rich minerals. The bog material gets its green color from traces of iron, aluminum,
potassium, sodium, and calcium. Any brown/beige/red tones come from the vegetation burned by the volcanic
ash. Gary Green Bog is found in Southern Oregon near the town of McDermitt.
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Searcher's Banquet December 7th, 2013
Location: Mimi’s Café
Address: 1240 N. Euclid St, Anaheim, CA # (714) 535-1552
Price $20
Gift exchange: only those who bring a wrapped gift may participate in the gift exchange

Soups and Salads: you can choose to have a side soup or salad with your meal (but you must ask for it,
because it does not come with it). The Blue Cheese & Walnut Salad comes with a fresh based muffin if you
want it.

Dinner Choices: Pot Roast, Roasted Turkey Dinner, Atlantic Salmon and Blue Cheese & Walnut Salad

Desserts Options: Molten Chocolate Cake, Petite Apple Crisp, Petite Bread Pudding

Please see Veronica to sign up. Need sign ups and money by December 1st.

Veronica Purpura
1st Vice President
angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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Searchers Gem & Mineral Society
General Information
Check our website for unexpected changes in schedule!
www.searchersrocks.org
General Meetings:

7 PM, 2nd Tuesday of each month, Jan - Nov

Board Meetings:

6PM, 1st Tuesday of each month, Jan - Nov

Workshop:

Thursday, 6 – 10 PM, free wire-wrap class.
Saturday, 3 – 7 PM Free silver-smithing class 1st, 2nd, 3rd Saturdays (schedule
varies).

Location:

Anaheim Downtown Community Center
250 East Center St.
Anaheim, CA 92805

Mailing Address: Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O Box 3492
Anaheim, CA 92803
Website:

www.searchersrocks.org

Membership Dues:

Individual

$25

Couple

$35

Junior (17 & under)

$10

Valid Jan.1-Dec.31,not prorated
Bulletin: Submissions due 3rd Friday of the month via e-mail to: editor@searchersrocks.org.
Bulletin distributed 1st week of each month. Mail exchange bulletins to the editor:
Searchers —Linda Horn Editor
P.O. Pox 3492
Anaheim, Ca. 92803
Charter Date:

April 20, 1958

Affiliations:

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies

Sponsored
by the

Anaheim Arts Council
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PtCreations

2812-B Walnut Ave.
Tustin, Ca 92780 714-904-2181
www.ptcreations.net

THE NEVADA MINERAL & BOOK COMPANY
http://minbooks.net/
342 S. Tustin Street • Orange, CA 92866
Ph. 714-633-1549

Rusty's Gold & Treasure Hunting Supply
Club members show your ID card and receive a 10% off purchases over $100
Authorized dealer for Garrett, Fisher, and Tesoro metal detectors
5642 E. La Palma Ave., #208, Anaheim, CA 92807 (corner of La Palma and Imperial Hwy.)
714 693-GOLD (4653). Store hours: Tu - Sat 10am - 6pm

APPRASIAL THEORY $275.00
Saturday 11-16-13 & Sunday 11-17-13 9:00am – 5:00pm

15131 Triton Lane #117
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
714-893-6643
www.sccgemology.org

The classes will all be held at Pt Creations, 2812-B
Walnut Ave., Tustin, CA 92780

