2010 Summer Extended Trip Report
The first day of the trip Marcia and I along with Margaret stopped at little Panoche Rd, and met Kris Rowe from the Rockhound Field Trip Fanatics.  He was nice enough to meet us and show us around the site.  Irene (a new member) joined us here for this day’s collecting, with some friends and children.  We only spent a couple of hours, but we all found agates and jaspers.  This is a nice site, I am not sure it warrants a trip that far just for this site, but it would be a positive addition to any other collecting we did in the area (like Clear Creek if it ever opens up again).  Kris has a website, http://rockhound-field-trips.ning.com, where he posts field trip info, check it out. 

The next afternoon found us at Swimmer’s Delight, a park on the Van Duzen river, a beautiful tranquil place with a river flowing slowly beside a cliff.  Collecting in and around the river was quite interesting, agates, jaspers, and maybe some jade.  In particular collecting in the river was nice, it was hot and the river was cool not cold.  The water was clear enough to see the rocks on the bottom.  All in all very nice enjoyable stop, I would gladly do it again (for longer).

The next afternoon we collected at Whiskey Flat beach in Oregon, some agates and jaspers, but not the most exciting.  This location is probably better in the winter after a heavy rain has brought down some new material.  We did meet Margaret’s sister here, who showed us around a local arboretum.

The next day was a travel day to Prineville, but since Marcia and Margaret had not been to Crater Lake we went by way of Crater Lake, just as impressively beautiful as I remember.  In Prineville we met Jimmy and Esther who continued on for the remainder of the trip.

Richardson’s Rock Ranch was the next days target, we started in the moss bed and found some moss which I think will be very nice.  We also went to a new pit, the South Blue Bed, here we found some thunder eggs, but until they are cut we won’t know what we have.  Richardson’s was fun, and I would gladly dig in the moss bed again. We left Jimmy Esther and Margaret in Prineville, and went to the Dust Devil Mine in southern Oregon, a sunstone mine.  Here we met Norbert and Ana, they continued for the rest of the trip also.  The folks running the mine were very nice, and ran their conveyor for us for several hours.  We all found some quality sunstones, with the nicest being a 48 carat red sunstone found by Norbert.  I was ahead of him on the belt, but being the gentleman I am I let it go by so that he could find it.  Marcia found a nice red sunstone digging in the tailings, and we all found nice schiller stones, as well as a few green sunstones.

Glass Buttes was next, where we joined up again with Jimmy, Esther, and Margaret.  Mike and Michelle Lee also joined us here, and continued with us through Idaho.  We spent 3 days at Glass Buttes, finding gold sheen, mahogany, double flow, leopard skin, and rainbow obsidian.  Norbert was a man on a mission, on a quest for the famous fire obsidian.  Searching for days in the traditional spot yielded just a few scant pieces, but in the last couple hours there, at a new spot, quite a bit was found.

After Glass Buttes we went to Homedale Idaho, where we met Else and Don (and Barley the dog).  These are friends of mine from the Boise club, who graciously offered to show us around.  For the next 3 days we toured the Haystack Butte/Graveyard Point/Succor Creek area.  Beautiful Beautiful country.  And with Don and Else’s help we did well collecting.  Plume agate, moss agate, picture jasper, all quite nice.  Everyone was happy with their finds.

From Idaho we went to Delta Utah, for a 3 day Trilobite Jam put on by Jason and Jake some friends of mine who run American Trilobite Suppliers.  Craig and Charlotte met us here for the dig.  This was a first time event, but it went off well.  There were an assortment of pits to dig in and everyone found decent specimens.  The ATS folks took good care of everybody, and there were some interesting talks given by various folks, especially a talk about the Walcott Rust Quarry in New York.  The ATS folks are in the process of restoring a big plate of trilobites from there that would appear to be a world class museum quality item.  We also took a side trip to the U-Dig trilobite site, because the trilobites there have the advantage of being hard enough to polish.   

By now we were approaching the weight limit on the truck, but on the way home we spent a day around cedar city, collecting at Holt Canyon (moss agates) and then up at Brian Head (black and red agate).  The Brian Head area in particular, as well as nearby Cedar Breaks is a very scenic place.  

All in all the entire trip went very well, we found good material at every target site, and great material at some.  No one got injured, no vehicles broke down.  It was very hot sometimes, but bearable, we were often told “Glad you weren’t here a couple of days ago, it was really hot”.  The group enjoyed each other’s company, and we had several potlucks.  I’d rate the trip a success.  Norbert liked it so much he has already started planning next summer’s trip, which looks like Colorado.
My photos are available at http://picasaweb.google.com/116453304778727479234/SearchersSummerTrip2010#
