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You know what they say about the best laid plans of mice and men…Norbert (the field trip leader for this trip) scouted Sandy wash a couple of weeks before the trip, and everything was good.  When he went up on the day before the trip he found that the BLM had closed the canyon for restoration!  Would this stop the Searchers?  No way!  It did however add about a mile and a half hike to the beginning and end of each day of collecting.

We did get a good turn out (again) for the trip.  We have been getting good turn outs recently.  We had Searchers on their first trip.  We had possible Searchers-to-be on an exploratory trip (they have since become members), and we even had some visitors from San Diego who had found us on the web.  And one of the best things: we had 5 kids.  

Collecting (after the hike) was good for agate and jasper, although most of it required quite a bit of work to remove from the host rock.  But for the surface collectors there was more agate, and druzy.  Some of the druzy was colored, with a piece of blue druzy with perfect clean crystals being the trophy (Norbert’s).  There was also calcite crystals mixed in.  So everyone had successful hunts, our thanks to Norbert for leading a good trip.
