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On a great day for a field trip, a dozen rock souls met on a very secluded mountain road.  A swollen creek near their feet, a snow packed mountain in the near distance set the table for a interesting day.  Upon leaving interstate 5 a crease indicated a special feature the San Andreas fault.  It broke the topography for the first seven miles through the mountain forest.  Thinking this could easily be the terrain around Blue Mountains (Steve Duncan's Oregon trip this summer).  

 
After talking to the local Sheideck citizens we directed to Dry Creek for our best ozema candidates. After a lengthy discussion we came to the conclusion this rock is metamorphic; I suspect quartzsite. A gorgeous day brought flashy rhyolites, dolomites, black hornfels, gneiss and some jasper.  A long lunch at the local watering hole/ food stop followed.  A local advised us to head above the campground. However, it was too late in the day but I found a promising spot a half mile above the camp. We departed looking at the lupine Scotch broom, poppy covered hillsides of scenic highway 33 on the way home home.

Sharon and Robert Burson


Reyes Creek Campground is nice, with large campsites and many trees. Campers need a recreation pass (available at most sporting goods stores). We found the water spigots capped off, so bring plenty of water. It could be a party campground, but the cold night air drove everyone to their sleeping bags.


We had a group of nine Searchers on Sunday. Suzanne was lucky enough to see a mountain lion cross the road on her way up. We explored Dry Creek, which was a World War II practice range, with warnings about not touching unexploded ordnance. We didn't take many rocks home, but enjoyed the geology of the river bed, wildflowers, the view of snow on the peaks, lizards, and the beautiful day. Obviously, in light of Sharon and Robert’s write-up above, a seasoned leader makes all of the difference. We tried to find some workable material on "Robert's metamorphic mountain," but were delighted with more wildflowers instead. Several of us tried the Reyes Creek Trail where we found some gorgeous oak woodland and good-sized manzanita, but the fossils eluded us. Some photographs can be viewed here:

http://picasaweb.google.com/hogarth.m/Reyes_Creek_4182010?feat=directlink

On the way home, we passed through Ojai and Santa Paula, where huge lupin lined the road. We saw some spectacular scenery and road cuts, and even a tar seep. 
I also posted photographs from the Baxter Wash, North Cadys trip here:

http://picasaweb.google.com/hogarth.m/Baxter_Wash_N_Cadys_32010?feat=directlink
As always, looking forward to the next field trip, Margaret Hogarth

