Searchers September 2010 Field Trip Report
We had a great turn out for this trip, even though the temperatures were well into the triple digits.  I didn’t get a formal count, but I believe that there were more than 30 folks, from at least 5 different clubs including Whittier, North Orange County, Pasadena, and Indian Wells.  This mixing of people and clubs is what rockhounding is all about, we all got a chance to get to know one another, do some collecting, talk about rocks and rock related things, have a great potluck, and spend some time outdoors.

Collecting both days centered on Mule Canyon, which is a very scenic area, with beautiful drives.  And there was enough material for everyone to find something tasty.  The Paul Bunyon agate site has been claimed by someone, our attempts to contact him for permission to collect at his claim failed.  So we honored his claim, and did no more than walk through it as we went to collect nearby.  If anyone knows the person who has claimed this site we would really like to see if we could have permission to collect there some day.  We did manage to find some nice agate on the other side of the hill.

As I said previously, the temperature was way up there, and a couple of people suffered some ill effects from too much heat.  There is a lesson here, be aware of your limitations.  Don’t push yourself too hard.  Drink lots of water before you are thirsty.  And think about doing what my wife Marcia did.  She decided pretty quickly it was too hot on the hill, so she left me (the dumb one) on the hill and went and waited in the truck.   When I came down of the mountain soaked in sweat, she was sitting in the truck reading, relaxed and cool.  You can always collect another day, take care of yourself.
Anyhow, even with the heat we had a good trip, kudos to Robert Burson for leading it. And thanks to all the rockhounds for coming out even with the heat.  Hopefully October will be cooler.

Steve Duncan
