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May 2010

Lavic Siding

by Steve Duncan

It seemed like there weren’t as many folks on the May field trip, but when I actually counted there were actually 21 people between Saturday and Sunday, which isn’t too bad.  The fact that Sunday was Mother’s Day probably didn’t help.  Seventeen of the folks that participated were Searchers, and four more folks were from the Oxnard Gem and Mineral club.  


Anyhow, we had a great time, and found some good material.  Saturday we went to two places in the south Cadys for jasper and agates, and then went to Lavic Siding for more Lavic jasper.  The Cadys just never seem to stop offering up some surprises, as we did some hard rock excavating of some buried agate, and found another seam up higher in the mountains for next time.  This new seam being under about 2 feet of rock is a bit daunting.  


Sunday we went to Hector hills, we haven’t been there for a while.  It is still as I remembered it, with lots and lots of agate and opalite.  The problem is much of the material is not so nice, so the real job here is to be able to find the good pieces of agate in the midst of all the rest.  Everyone succeeded, and all went home with interesting material.  

In addition to rock hounding we had our usual potluck.  The wind was blowing quite hard, which we really didn’t deserve after being blown out of the saddle at Baxter Wash a couple of trips ago.  But we managed to have a good potluck, and then the Oxnard crew showed their ingenuity by constructing a chimenia from rocks lying around camp.  This was an open top dome, with an arched opening down low to feed wood through.  With this fine creation we were able to enjoy a campfire even as the wind continued to blow hard - very nice.


We also had some wildlife experiences, with Leah finding the rattlesnake sitting peacefully in the shade of a bush, and Jimmy finding the mostly complete skeleton of a big horn sheep. All and all it was a good trip to end up the 1st half of the year’s field trips. 

Trips will restart in September when the desert starts thinking about cooling off.  Hopefully you are all aware of the long range trip this summer (the itinerary is on the website) , and are thinking of joining us for some or all of it.  If you do plan to join the trip please contact me (email is best, wsd@iteris.com).  This way we can plan meeting locations etc.  

One last thing, we are always looking for good field trip locations.  If you have any ideas for where we should go email me with the location, I will compile all the locations, and we’ll see what we can do about getting another good round of field trips.  So please let me know which locations you would like to see us go to, either old favorites, or new sites.  Just to get you thinking here are some current ideas from recent trips:

Lavic Siding/South Cady’s

Baxter Wash

Chuckwalla Mountains

Burro Creek AZ

Earp CA agate

Clear Creek (still closed off, but this could change)Afton Canyon

Acton Canyon

The old copper mine above Stateline

Ocean View mine (Tourmaline)

The Beach above Santa Barbara (agatized whale bone)

Wiley’s Well

Please send your ideas, the more the merrier.

