Field Trip Report Burro Creek AZ Nov 2009 by Steve Duncan
We had a very good turn out for such a long trip, with 17 Searchers or friends participating.  And it was a great trip.  We stayed at the Burro Creek campground which is a beautiful place, as well as being quite civilized with flush toilets and sinks.  In addition to the “regulars” we saw some Searchers that haven’t been able to make trips for a while, like Craig and Charlotte Bluel.  Also old friend and previous Searcher  Cat Van Kampen stopped by for a day.  

We had great collecting, On Friday we started with Vern’s canyon for pastelite and agate, including pastelite in shades of purple.  We like the purple agate, and were mourning the loss of access to our old purple motherload.  But Sat PM we found a new place to pull purple agate from tailings, and everyone who worked at it left with some nice purple.  This purple is not quite as dramatic as our old one, but it is still very purple and this one is more transparent, and could be wonderful when cut.

Sunday we went to a traditional pastelite site, and again found lots of material.  In fact at both pastelites sites the challenge was picking through all of the material that was there to find the best.  As usual the further you walked from the road the better things got.  In the afternoon we went to a location which Robert had located the day before (using info from Jay Valle, who couldn’t make it).  There we found a fine yellow brecciatted jasper, it looked kind of like Stone Canyon jasper.  There were boulders of it to work on, and it did require work, but the material is beautiful.  Others who didn’t want to work quite so hard explored the area and were soon digging out purple agate from the hill side.
All in all to say we found too much good material is an understatement, when I got home just unloading the truck took a while.  And reviewing the finds at home showed that they pretty much all looked good.  This was a fine trip.  I assume that The Searchers will be going back again sometime, and I highly recommend you join us, this is very good rockhounding.

In a side note Jimmy Peterson twisted his ankle Friday, and had to sit out the collecting Saturday, but Sunday he was hoping around and collecting.  Here’s wishing Jimmy a full and speedy recovery.
