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For a trip as far from home as this one we had a good turnout with 21 Searchers on Sat, and 15 on Sunday. Jim McGeough did a great job leading his first field trip, leading us into beautiful country over an E-Ticket road.  All vehicles made it through safely, including two 2 wheel drive trucks.  The first stop Sat was a location where many small agate nodules were imbedded in a harder matrix.  Everyone was able to add some of these nodules to their buckets, and while here I got to witness one of the great things about a Searcher trip.  Pretty quickly folks realized that it was quite a bit of work removing the nodules, and so a large group of people started working together.  And pretty soon you could hear cheers of success, and oohs and ahs as nice material was liberated.  We also had the pleasure of having a couple of younger Searchers along on the trip, and they were digging and helping also.  This camaraderie and teamwork are really what these trips are all about.  After a few hours of nodules Jim led us further into the wild, and took us to a location he had just quickly scouted previously.  After a little while getting orientated pretty soon people were finding nice colorful material.  This collecting was seam agate(or hard opalite?)  that was available in float, and it was found in reds, green and purples.  There was a lot of material here the trick was to look for thicker pieces with good colors.  Again everyone found plenty, and I for one am looking forward to seeing how the seam material cuts.  If it cuts well some will be magnificent.

Saturday we had our usual potluck and campfire, although a few people decided they would be more comfortable in Las Vegas than with us.  I am not sure why they could think thatJ  Everyone being pretty worn no one stayed up too late.  Sunday we explored some new areas, but then because some members had skipped the second site on Sat we returned so they could try this location, and that gave us a chance to explore it further.  It appears that the field of material extends for a long way, and although some areas were a boring gray, other areas would be all purple, or all green, or a combination.  Certainly a good spot.

Kudos to Jim for leading a good first  good trip, I can tell he will be an asset to the Searchers, we are already planning a slightly longer trip to the Goldfield Nevada, probably in Late October.  

Our field trips have been very successful recently, if you haven’t been joining us you have been missing a good thing.  We would love to have you with us.  And if you have been with us, I look forward to seeing you again at the next trip.  You know how fun the trips have been.
