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MARCH BIRTHSTONE  

Aquamarine and Bloodstone 

 
The two birthstones for March are aquamarine and bloodstone. 

 

The name aquamarine is derived from the Latin word aqua, meaning water, and marina, meaning the sea.  This 

gemstone was believed to protect sailors, as well as to guarantee a safe voyage.  The serene color of aquamarine is said 

to cool the temper, allowing the wearer to remain calm and levelheaded.  Its pale, cool color beautifully complements 

spring and summer wardrobes.  Aquamarine is most often light in tone and ranges from greenish blue to blue-green; the 

color usually is more intense in larger stones.  This gemstone is mined mainly in Brazil, but also is found in Nigeria, 

Madagascar, Zambia, Pakistan, and Mozambique. 

 

The second birthstone for March is bloodstone, a dark-green jasper flecked with vivid red spots of iron oxide.  This 

ancient stone was used by the Babylonians to make seals and amulets and was believed to have healing powers ð 

especially for blood disorders.  It is sometimes called the martyr's stone as legend tells that it was created when drops of 

Christ's blood stained some jasper at the foot of the cross.  Generally found embedded in rocks or in riverbeds as pebbles, 

primary sources for this stone are India, Brazil, and Australia. 

  

PPRREESSII DDEENNTTôôSS  MM EESSSSAAGGEE  
By Norbert Bernhardt 

 

Hello Searchers! 
 

I hope all of you are gearing up for our annual show on May 1st and 2nd. It would be great to see 
your latest creations of jewelry, cabochons, faceted gems, collected rocks and minerals and 
silver smithing work. I am certainly looking forward to it! At the general meeting, please volunteer 
to help for a few hours at the show, either in the kitchen, grab bags, membership, wheel of 
fortune, childrenôs jewelry, etc. Letôs all have fun, work as a team and promote our love for rocks 
and minerals. Let your friends and neighbors know about our show. Get those flyers out! 
 
I received a call from a representative of the Orange County Fair. They would like us to 
participate in the fair like our club did last year. I would really like a volunteer to organize and 
plan the clubôs participation at this event. Please let me know at the March meeting. 
 
We will have a Grab Bag Stuffing Party at Norbert and Anaôs some time in March or April. The 
date and time will be announced in the near future. We will provide a small lunch of barbecued 
hot dogs, chili and ???? Come, work a little, and then have some lunch on us. 
 
See you all at the March general meeting. Bring a friend! 
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GENERAL INFORMATION  
 

Check our website for unexpected changes in 
schedule!  www.searchersrocks.org 

 
 

General Meetings: 7 PM, 2
nd

 Tuesday of each 
month, Jan - Nov 

 
Board Meetings: 7PM, 3

rd
 Thursday of each 

month, Jan - Nov 
 
Workshop: Thursday, 6 ï 10 PM, free wire-

wrap class.   
 Saturday, 3 ï 7 PM  Free silver-

smithing class 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
Saturdays (schedule varies).   

 
Location: Anaheim Downtown Community 

Center 
 250 East Center St. 
 Anaheim, CA 92805 

 
Mailing Address: Searchers Gem & Mineral 

Society, Inc. 
 P.O Box 3492 
 Anaheim, CA 92803 
 
Website: www.searchersrocks.org 
 
Membership Dues: Individual   $25 

Couple   $35 
Junior (17 & under) $10 
Valid Jan.1-Dec.31,not prorated 

 
Bulletin: Submissions due 3

rd
 Friday of 

the month via e-mail to:  
editor@searchersrocks.org. 

 Bulletin distributed 1
st
 week of 

each month.  Mail exchange 
bulletins to the editor:   
Yery Camacho 
13900 Studebaker Rd, #4 
Norwalk, CA 90650 

 
Charter Date: April 20, 1958 
 

Affiliations: 0California Federation of               
Mineralogical Societies 

 0American Federation of   
Mineralogical Societies 

SEARCHERS BOARD 
 

Officers 
 

President 
Norbert 
Bernhardt 

714-734-9665 

1
st
 V.P. 

(Programs) 
Keith Droste 714-563-4754 

2
nd

 V.P. (Field 
Trips) 

Steve Duncan 714-724-7102 

Director Keith Droste 714-563-4754 

Secretary Kathy Clark 714-639-9927 

Treasurer Pat Lynch 714-829-4737 

Federation 
Delegate 

Virgil Talbott 714-871-7900 

 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Anaheim Arts 
Council 

Margaret Neeley 714-535-2030 

Editor Yery Camacho  714-952-5804 

Historian Beth Pelfrey 714-774-2754 

Hospitality Lorri Renck 714-397-3584 

Library   

Membership Glenn Benedict 714-573-1424 

Monthly 
Drawing 

Skip & Connie 
Cone 

714-827-8675 

2010 Show 
Chairman 

Robert Burson 562-860-5938 

Show Co-Chair Beth Pelfrey 714-774-2754 

Sunshine   

Veteransô 
Coordinator 

Larry Richey 714-846-3573 

Website Gary Grayson 714-593-6488 

Workshop Herb Beckman  714-778-1496 

Rock'n Kids Ana Lorenzo 714-734-9665 

 

NOTE. April's General Meeting is being moved 

to April 27th.  from 7 - 9 pm. 

 

Sponsored by:  Anaheim Arts Council 

http://www.searchersrocks.org/
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FIELD TRIPS  
 

DATE LEADER  LOCATIO N & 

MATERIAL  

STATUS 

March 13 &14 Robert Burson  

 

Baxter Wash - North 

Cady Mountains 

 

Confirmed 

April TBD 

 

Beth Pelfry Ozena (?) agate and 

jasper. This will be a 

one day trip 

Details TBD 

May TBD   Details TBD 

    

For a more complete listing of shows go to website: www.cfmsinc.org  

Also see www.motherlodemineralsociety.com/events.html. 

 

Other websites of interest: 
www.firemountaingems.com 

www.southsunproducts.com                                      www.route66goldminers.org 

www.pioneergem.com                                       www.auctionmasters.com 

 

UPCOMING CFMS GEM SHOWS 
 

March 6 - 7   Arcadia, CA 
Monrovia Rockhounds, Inc. 

LA Co. Arboretum & Botanic Gardens, 301 Bladwin Ave. 

Hours: Sat. and Sun. 9 - 4:30 

March 6 - 7    Ventura, CA  
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society 

Seaside Park, Ventura Co. Fairgrounds, 10 W. Harbor Blvd. 

Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10 - 4 

March 12 - 14   Victorville, CA  
Victorville Valley Gem & Mineral Society 

Stoddard Wells Tailgate, Bell Mountain/Stoddard Well exit I-15 

Hours: 8 - 5, daily 

March 13 - 14   San Marino, CA  
Pasadena Lapidary Society 

San Marino Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington Drive 

Hours: Sat. 10 - 6, Sun. 10 - 5 

March 20 -21  Bakersfield, CA  
San Joaquin Valley Lapidary Society 

Kern County Shrine Club, 700 South P Street (P & Bell Terrace) 

Hours: 9 - 5 daily 

March 20 -21  Escondido, CA 
Palomar Gem & Mineral Club 

Army National Guard Armory, 304 Park Ave. 

Hours: Sat. 9 - 5, Sun. 9 - 4 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/
http://www.motherlodemineralsociety.com/events.html
http://www.firemountaingems.com/
http://www.southsunproducts.com/
http://www.route66goldminers.org/
http://www.pioneergem.com/
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May 1 - 2   Anaheim, CA 

The Searchers Gem & Mineral Society 

Brookhurst Community Center 

2271 W. Crescent Ave., Anaheim, CA  

Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4:30 

May 15 - 16    Yucaipa, CA 
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral Society 

Yucaipa Community Center, 34900 Oak Glen Rd. 

Hours: Sat. 9 -5, Sun. 10 -4 

Jun 4 -6    Woodland Hills, CA 
Rockatomics Gem and Mineral Society 

Pierce College, 6201 Winnetka Ave. Woodland Hills 

Hours: 9 - 5 

 

MM AARRCCHH  GGEENNEERRAALL   MM EEEETTII NNGG  PPRROOGGRRAAMM   
By Keith Droste, VP#1 

 

Walt Lombardo from the Nevada Mineral and Book Company will talk about current laws in California 

for rock searching and discuss making mineral claims. 

 

FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY  FFII EELL   TTRRII PP  RREEPPOORRTT  
Marble Mountains and Siam Siding  

by Jimmy Patterson 

 

Saturday morning we went to Marble mountains where small garnets, hematite and green epidote were 

found. Saturday afternoon we went to the trilobite's location were every one found trilobites but Jimmy 

found a complete trilobite (very rare). Sunday we went to look for chapenite. Herb was the one that found 

the most of them. See if you can recognize them... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       A                                                       B                                                         C 

 

                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

                                                D                                                      E                        Answers on page 12 
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MM AARRCCHH  1133  &&   1144,,  22001100  FFII EELL DD  TTRRII PP  
BAXTER WASH - NORTH CADY MTNS  

by Robert Burson  

 

WHERE :  BAXTER WASH - NORTH CADY MTNS 

WHEN :  Saturday & Sunday, March 13 & 14, 2010 

MEET :   8am at Basin Road and I-15 off ramp (south side) east of Barstow. 

We leave at 8:30am after waiver forms are signed. 

NOTE:   Open to all CFMS affiliated clubs and members. 4WD required OR 2WD to the rail yard. 

NO LOW CLEARANCE VEHICLES! Roads are sandy and rough. Rides can be arranged at campsite. 

Food, water and gas can be had in Barstow or 20 miles to Baker. These are remote sites with no facilities. 

Camping site is with 2 miles on Basin Road, look for Searchers sign.  Temperatures should be comfortable 

with cold nights. Be prepared. The material sought will include fluorite, agates, jaspers, onyx, and sagenite 

nodules. Other finds are possible. Be prepared for hard rock mining for better material although much 

float is present. Be reminded that these areas are not theme parks and that wildlife and rough terrain is 

common. Play nice and be safe. As usual potluck on Saturday night. 

 

If you have any questions/concerns please contact Robert Burson at bursonrocks@verizon.net or call 

home 562-860-5938 and/or Steve Duncan at wsd@iteris.com or 714-724-7102.  

 

RROOCCKKôôNN  KK II DDSS  NNEEWWSS 
THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM  

Saturday MARCH 27 AT 10A.M.  
Large gallery displays and astounding arrays of over 2000 gem and mineral specimens from California 

and all over the globe. It is going to be a lot of fun!!!!!!!! 
 

PLEASE NEED TO RSVP  BY MARCH 13TH 

ANA LORENZO 

(714) 734-9665 
   

OOUURR  SSHHOOWW  II SS  CCOOMM MM II NNGG!!!! !!   MM AAYY  11  &&   22  
 

Just in case you missed last time...  

 

SHOW SECURITY 

CASES 

 
First, be sure to let Margaret Neeley know you will be putti ng in a case. We welcome first -

timers enthusiastically. Itôs fun to put in a case! 

 

Next, and so important, you will be able to set up your case from 1:00 on Friday. Once your 

case is set up, it will be securely locked during all hours of the show. No one will be 

permitted to access his/her case during the public hours of the show.   

 

On Sunday, the show closes at 4:30 PM. Everyone with the exception of dealers, who will remain 

inside their booth, will be required to exit the building so a security sweep can  be made. 

This should take only a few minutes as long as we all work together. Then you will be able to 

re - enter the building and take down/pack your case.  

mailto:bursonrocks@verizon.net
mailto:wsd@iteris.com
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If you have questions, observations or any issue, please let the Security Committee Chair, 

Show Cha ir, Robert Burson, or Co - Chair, Beth Pelfrey know so we can address it.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation. Let's make this a fantastic problem - free show!  

 

Show Chair, Robert Burson  

SHOW SECURITY 

SEARCHER NAME BADGES 
  

Remember you must wear your club name ba dge to the show this year as every year the entire 

time you are at the show. If you do not a badge or cannot find yours, please contact Glen 

Benedict, Membership Chair. Your name and $5.00 will make you legal.  

 

Sunday when the show closes everyone will be required to leave the show exhibit room to insure 

that only those involved in the show breakdown activities will be allowed back into the 

exhibit room.  

 

This should take 5 to 10 minutes with all of us working together.  After the room has been 

cleared of a ll unauthorized persons  or left over guests,  those wearing Searchers name badges 

and dealers will be allowed back in to take it all down.  

  

 Anyone who is not a club member who will be helping with the show breakdown in any way will 

need to have an identif ication badge issued by the designated security team member. This 

includes friends, relatives, casual labor and even pets.  

 

Either I or a designated security team member will issue the correct badge or pass during set -

up on Friday, show hours on Saturday o r early on Sunday.  

 

This is done to protect your valuable case contents as well as the dealersô stock.  Everyone 

must comply. Thanks for your cooperation.  

 

Beth Pelfrey  

2010 Show Co - chair  

Show Cases  

By Margaret Neeley  

 
Have you signed up to put a case ? I f not ðwhy not? Do it now! Since you are a member we know 

you have an interest in rocks, so gather them up and show them.  

 

At our show we do not have any regulations as what must be put in the case. In the  past years 

members have displayed minerals ðsilversm ithing ðpolished stones mounted or not ï beadings ï 

crystals ï rocks that seem to have a picture ï inlay work ï unusual slabs ï or something you 

may have purchased made out of rock that you like. Donôt forget we have a workshop if you need 

help.  

 

If you nee d a case or have one that you will loan or sell, let me know. Margaret Neeley at 

(714) 535 - 2030  

 

UPCOMMING SHOW COMMITTEE METINGS 

 

March 18, Thursday, 7-9 PM, Downtown Community Center 

April 1, Thursday, 7-9 PM, Downtown Community Center 

April 22, Thursday, 7-9 PM, Downtown Community Center 

Friday April 30, show set-up  
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II NN  LL OOVVII NNGG  MM EEMM OORRYY  OOFF    

CCLL AAII RREE  JJ..  GGAAGGNNOONN  ((CCEEEE  JJAAYY))  
 

December 25, 1921 - December 22, 2009 

 

 

Two days before Christmas, 2009, Searchers lost a long time and cherished member ï Clare 
Gagnon.  He died from complications from a surgical procedure performed a few weeks earlier.  
He passed away two days before his 88th birthday.   
  

Clare was born and raised in Clear Lake Iowa.  He attended college in Minnesota, and  U.C.L.A 
where he graduated with a degree in Civil Engineering, and an MBA.  He served in the military, 
in Germany in WW2.  Following the war, worked at Douglas Aircraft in Santa Monica where he 
met his wife Maxine.  They were married on New Years eve,1949 at a Santa Monica Catholic 
Church. 
  

Clare worked as a Civil Engineer in several locations in California, where he and Maxine raised 
their family.  The family spent much time in the out of doors, hiking, and mountain climbing. They 
visited many Western National Parks, and also traveled extensively in Mexico and through 
Europe.  Clare was a BSA scout leader for many years.  He also traveled to Nepal where he 
along with Sherpas helped pack Mt. Everest climbing expeditions to their base camps typically at 
20,000feet. 
  

When Clare and Maxine retired, they took up rock hounding and traveled the world together. 
This evolved into a passion that lead them on adventures and enriched their lives with many 
lifelong friendships.  They joined Searchers, the Gem Carvers, the Opal Society, and the 
Faceters Guild where he was, for many years, their monthly newsletter editor in chief. They were 
very active in these groups, promoting earth science activities at many, many gem shows and 
putting on programs for gem and mineral societies all over Southern California.  He also taught 
such applied earth sciences such as gem carving, cabbing, faceting, scrimshaw, and jewelry 
fabrication in many venues, including our Searchers work shop, and the VA Hospital Vocational 
Rehabilitation Therapy program for many years.  He definitely was a caring, selfless contributor 
of his knowledge and skills for the benefit of many hundreds, probably thousands of people in 
the California rockhound community for several decades. 
  

We all will surely miss Clare Gagnon 
  

                                                                                    Herb Beckman 
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PPRROOBBII NNGG  FFOORR  GGEEMM   RROOUUGGHH  

by Herb Beckman 

 
A small probe is an especially useful tool for locating gem rough in soft sandy soil such as found at the 

Siam Siding Chapenite site.  Probing is used to locate rocks up to three and a half feet below the surface 

before you start digging.  Probing does consume some time and energy, but is much more efficient than 

digging to locate gem rough. It is also useful in sandy washes, etc..    

  

My probe was made from a four foot length of ıò round stainless steel rod purchased at Tru-Value 

Hardware for about $8. One end was tapered, like a lead pencil point, but with a rounded tip.  The other 

end was threaded (¼-20) for about one inch.  An Ironwood handle 5 inches long was drilled and threaded 

to fit on the probe, then attached with Loctite adhesive).  Desert Ironwood is very hard and tough, well 

suited for being hammered when you need to probe through hardened strata in the sand.  The probe shaft 

is also marked at one foot intervals for determining target depth. 

  

I usually probe in an expanding square pattern at 4 inch intervals.  When a target rock is found, I probe 

around it to get a rough idea of itôs size and itôs depth.  The target location is marked with a small red flag 

on a wire.   

  MM EEMM BBEERRSSHHII PP  UUPPDDAATTEE  
By Glenn Benedict 

 
Please join me in welcoming the newest additions to the Searchers family: 

 
Debbie Jackson Tracey Jackson John Smith 

 

* Donôt forget your 2010 membership dues!  I would like to thank all of you who have responded so far!  

All who have not yet responded, youôre welcome to see me at the next meeting OR mail your dues to me 

at:   

Glenn Benedict 

Membership Chairman   

1202 SE Skyline Drive  

North Tustin, CA  92705 

 

      SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2010     
 

This is just a note to let you know that there will be a rock party. This will be held at,  

3305 Paloma St., Pasadena, CA 

Saturday, March 13th, from 8:00am. to 4:00pm. 
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Lots and lots of quality agates, petrified wood, brazilian agate, jaspers, howlite, palm 

wood, geodes, petrified dinosaur bone, various slabs, grit, lapidary equipment, motors, 

slab saws (up to 24ò), grinding wheels and much more. 

 
50 cents a pound on most rocks. Bring your 5 gallon buckets and dollies. 

Cash preferred. 
Hope you can make it. 

 
* Event will be postponed if it is raining. Call 714-904-2181 to check if rained out. 

 


